
Scandal bleeding
into budget effort
Turmoil surrounding governor threatens
efforts to pass spending plan, new laws

By RICK KARLIN
Capitol bureau

A LBA  N  Y — Wi th G ov. Eli ot S pitz er e mbr oil ed in a
pr ostit uti on s can dal  , it was uncl ear w h eth er t he t urm oil a  t the
C ap i tol wil  l ham pe  r ef for ts t  o pass a st ate budge t b  y th  e Ap ril 1
de adl ine.

J ust as imp ort ant is whe ther law mak ers and the gov ern or —
w hoev er h  e is whe  n the dust sett les  — can pass any mean ing ful
n ew la ws b  y th  e en  d o  f th  e se ssi on in Ju ne.

I  f Mon day w as an y in dic atio n, it cou ld b  e so me t ime befo re
leg is lat ing get back on tra ck.

H ours af ter Spi tze r’s allege d in vo lve me nt i  n a high-p ric ed 
pr ostit uti on r ing bec ame publ ic, seem ing ly ev eryo ne in the
C ap i tol was ask ing  : Wil l S pitz er r esig n? Wil l L t. G ov. David
P ate rso  n tak e ov er?

A mid the dram a an d u nce rtain ty  , Ass em bly Dem oc r ats
c ance le  d pla ns t  o un veil th eir pro p osed b udg et M on day
a fte rno on.

Please see B UDG ETA10 ?

Prostitution sting puts
Spitzer’s future at risk

By JAMES M. ODATO
Capitol bureau

A LBANY — G ov. El-
i ot S pitz er pub lic ly a po l o-
g ize  d to his wif  e and
fam ily Mon day an d be-
g an p lan ning to e xit his
o ffi ce in sh ame a  s bo th
h is l ife and pol iti cal ca-
r eer w ere unra vel ing over
h is ro le a  s a pat ron o  f an
in ter nat ion al s ex r ing, ac-
co rdin g to gov er n ment
s ourc es.

A ides close to Spi tze r, 48, ex pect
L t. G ov. Davi  d Pa ters on  , 53  , a
H ar l em De mo c rat, wil l su cceed
h im as gov ern or b efo re t he w eek ’s
e nd t  o fil l o ut t he re main ing 33
mo nth  s of his ter m. S pitz er h as
bee n in of fice j us t ov er a year af ter
v ote rs ov erw he lm ing ly e lec ted the
fo rm er at tor ney gen eral dub bed
‘ ‘the Sher iff o  f Wal l St re et .’’

I  n on  e o  f th  e ugl ies  t ep i sode  s in
s tate g uber nat orial hist or y, S pitz er
w as fo r ce d to ack now le dge h is ro le
i  n a se x-fo r- h ire bus ine ss t  o his
a dviser s o  n Mon day.

A cco rdin g t  o fed eral prose cu-
t ion reco rds, Spi tzer is al lege d to
h ave ente re  d in  t  o a tr yst on days he
w as p art ic ip atin g in a ta xpay er-
p aid tri  p t  o Was hin gto n, D .C., for a
m eetin g w ith a cong ress iona l p anel
o  n Feb. 14  . His sta ff la st w eek
con fir me  d he too  k a st ate pla ne, b ut
d eclin ed t  o pr ovide his itin e r arie s.

T he al leg ati ons , f irst repo rted
o  n th  e Ne  w Yo rk T ime  s We  b page,
c ame to l ight a fte  r a re por ter from
t he T ime  s Un ion beg an as kin g
qu esti ons la st w eek abo ut S pitz er’s
us e o  f a st ate airp lan  e fo  r a tr ip f rom
B uffal o t  o Was hin gto n, D .C. on
F eb. 13. The pap er t hen made a
fo rm al r equest fo  r the reco rds of
S pitz er’  s Was hin gto n, D .C., tri p.

A publ ic c orr upt ion cas  e dis-
cl osed in the compl aint fro  m the
U .S. Att orn ey’  s Of fice and Inte rn al
Re ven ue S erv ice in M anh att an la st 
T hur sday d escr ibed a ‘‘Cli en  t 9’’
an d h is r omp w ith a p  rost itu te in a
W ash ing ton hote l o  n Val en tin e’s
D ay e ve. Law enfo rce me nt s ourc es 
su gg este  d the gov ern or w as t he
c usto me r.

T he comp lain t an d a ffid avi  t de-
s cribed wir et app ed te lepho ne ca lls
a bou  t a s  ex tran sac tio  n in vol vin  g a
‘ ‘w eal thy ’’ m an w ho ar ra nged for a
w oman to tra vel fro  m Ne  w Yo rk
C ity b  y tr ain t  o Was hin gto n, D .C.
Cli en  t 9 w as a repe at c us t om er w ho
a sex ring mem ber sai d t ook ri s ks
w hen h  e eng aged i  n se x.

C lose sta ffe rs t  o Spit ze r, a mul-
t im il li onair e l awy er, exp ecte d h im

Please see SPI TZER A9 ?

74-53 Saints rout Rider
on way to NCAA Tournament.
? Extensive coverage/B1; http://timesunion.com 

The Emperors 
Club, a high-priced 
prostitution ring, 
had an online 
presence, at right, 
before it was taken 
down Monday 
afternoon.

Sources have linked 
Gov. Spitzer to a “Client
9,” an Emperors Club 
customer who appears 
in an affi davit from the 
U.S. Attorney’s Offi ce. 
To download a copy 
of the affi davit, go to: 
http://timesunion.com 

? On a stunning day at the Capitol, the big 
questions are “Why?” and “What now?”/A11

? Fred LeBrun and others have their say 
on the crisis engulfi ng Gov. Spitzer./A9
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WITH HIS WIFE, Silda Wall Spitzer, at his side, Gov. Eliot Spitzer apologized to his family and the public Monday at a news conference in
New York City, but did not comment on reports linking him to a prostitution ring. He ignored questions on whether he would resign.
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At Capitol, looking ahead
Speculation over Spitzer’s
motives, scandal’s wider
effects takes center stage

By IRENE JAY LIU
Capitol bureau

A LBA  N  Y — As news bro ke
M on day o  f Go v. E lio  t Spit ze r’s
in dis cre tions , t he C ap i tol buzze d
w ith goss ip and sp ec u l atio n, an d
peop le i  n gov er n men  t sc ramb led to
an ti cip ate what wil  l ha ppe  n in the
day s, wee ks an d mo nth  s ahe ad.

S pitz er’  s ack now le dge d w ron g-
d oing shock ed man  y peop le and
l eft the  m wo nde rin g how a g over-
n or e lec ted wit  h a hu ge v oter
ma nda te c oul  d fal l s  o pr ecip i tous ly
f rom grac e. 

‘  I me an t he qu esti on i s, w hy?
W as i  t ar rog ance and hubr is o  r a
f eel ing o  f in vul nera bil ity? ’’ as ked
D ou glas Mu zzio, po lit ical sc ien ce
p rofe sso  r at Bar uch Col lege in
M anh att an. ‘‘I  t is tr a gic almost in a
S hak espe are an se nse. You had this
p ote ntial ly gre at le ade r, and he
se lf - d estr uct s.’’

S pitz er w ill hav  e a tou gh t ime
ov ercomin g t he s can dal  , gi ven his
r e putat ion a  s a tou gh s tate at tor ney
ge ner al, the ‘‘she ri ff o  f Wa ll
St re et .’’

‘ ‘Peop le wil  l acce pt mome nts of
w eak ness in th eir le ade rs  , bu  t Gov-
e rno  r Spit zer has a c  oup le of
p robl ems ,’’ said pol lste  r Jo hn Z og- 
b y, p oin tin  g t  o Spit ze r’s low job
a ppr oval ra tin gs an d h is r eco rd of
g oin  g af ter peopl  e on Wal  l St ree t.
‘‘ He r eal ly made th eir liv es m isera-
b le, e ven thou gh s ome o  f th em
t urn ed o ut t  o be not tha  t gu ilt y,’’
h  e sa id. 

Z ogby said Spi tze r’s pro bl ems
al so cou ld a ffec t f ellow Dem oc r ats
i  n a cr iti cal year wh en t he p arty
h ad h oped t  o tak e ov er t he s tate
S enat e. 

‘ ‘At a tim  e wh en t he s tate De mo-
c rat  s are mak ing a b  ig pus  h th is
y ear t  o tr  y to pick u  p grou nd an d
g ain con tr ol o  f th  e st ate Sen ate  , it
d oes n’t hel  p th em t  o ha ve a gov er-
n or w ho i  s po lit ical ly neut ral ized ,’’
h  e sa id. 

G ive  n th  e ch al le nges of st ayin g
in of fice , fo r bot h S pitz er an d h is
p art y, t he b ig qu esti on o  n most
peop le ’s m inds is: Shoul  d he sta y, or
shou ld he go?

M any Repub li can le ade rs on

M on day ca lle  d fo  r Spit ze r’s res ig-
n atio n, i nc ludin g s tat  e GOP
C hair man Jo s eph Mo ndel lo an d
A ssem bly Mi n ori ty Lea d er J ames
T edisco . A nd t hat ’s wha t R epu bli-
c ans shoul  d b  e do ing  , sai d G OP
st rate gist Jo hn M cLau ghl in.

‘ ‘This seems p r ett  y cu  t and
dr ie  d .  .  . I th ink it is k ind of
u nequ ivo cal that you as  k fo  r his
r esi gnat ion ,’’ h  e sa id. 

B ut S pitz er’  s co lle agu es w ill
p roba bly fol low su it, he said.

‘ ‘Wi thin 24 hours you’l l see
De mo c rats cal lin  g fo  r hi  s re sig na-
t ion ,’’ Mc L aug hlin said. Dem o-
c rat  s ha ve ge ner all  y ke pt t heir
o pin ion  s to the mse lve  s th us far ,
e xpr ess ing the ir s ymp ath ies but
n ot com me ntin g o  n the gov ern or
dir ect ly.

De mo c rat ic cons ul tan  t Jo s eph
M ercu rio says Spit ze  r shou ldn ’t
n ecessar ily res ign.

‘ ‘Be ing a ‘  jo hn’ i  s le ss t han a
t raf fi  c of fense in New Yor k; in
s ome sta tes it’s eve  n le gal ,’’ h  e sa id. 
‘ ‘We pro bab ly put th ese t hin gs t oo
h igh o  n th  e sc ale o  f ju dgme nt. I
d on’  t th ink a p  ri vate se xual ma tter
shou ld ris  e to chan gin g g over n-
me nt. ’’

M ercu rio said Spi tze r’s act ions
w ere n’t an a bus  e of po w er, com-
p are  d wi th s ex s can dal  s of oth er
pr omin en  t po lit ician s su ch as for-
m er N ew J ersey Go v. J im
M cGr eeve  y an  d fo rme  r Pr es ide nt
B ill Clinto n.

‘ ‘M cGr eeve  y need ed to lea ve
b eca use h  e hir ed the guy ont  o the
g ove rnme nt p ayr oll  . Tha t’s dif fer-
e nt. You had Pre side nt Cli nto n,
w ho w as t akin g a youn  g in ter  n and
h avin g s ex w ith her i  n a gov ern-
me nt o ffi ce, som eon  e who was
u nder his sup erv isi on ,’’ h  e sa id. 

T he s can dal comes afte r a tu-
m ult uous 15 mon ths for Spi tze r,
w ith many lows — p  ol iti cal fallou t
f rom the tra vel reco rds s can dal and
h is il le gal imm igr ant  s dr ive r’s li-
ce ns  e in itia ti ve — and a f  ew high s,
m ost r ecen tly a D  em oc r ati  c win in
t he he avil y R epu bli can 48th Sen ate
D istr ict.

O  n th  e st ate lev el, Spi tze r’s fall
m ay ha mpe  r De mo c rat s’ e ffo rts to
w in t he S ena te m ajo rit y.

‘ ‘The Dem oc r ats hav  e to be
sho cke d, t hey hav  e to b  e re elin g
f rom th is ,’’ Mc L aug hlin said.
‘ ‘The y’v  e lost th eir le ade r in fight -

in g fo r t he S ena te ... he ’s an
e mbar rass me nt an d l iab ili ty to
t hem .’’

A lrea dy, Dem oc r ati  c can di da tes
ar e t akin g dow n v ideo  s and phot os
f eat urin g t he g ove rno r.

‘ ‘Those peop le who are chal -
le ngin g R epu bli cans who yest erday 
l ed w ith a  n El iot Spi tze  r endo rse-
me nt ar e cl ear ly less lik el  y to do so
l ess than to day, ’’ sai d S cot  t Le ven-
s on, pre side nt o  f th  e Ad van ce
G roup, a Dem oc r atic consu ltin g
g roup.

M cLau ghin has adv ised G OP
cl ie nts t  o co llec t pho tos and vid eos
o  f th eir pote nt ial o pp one nts with
t he g ove rno  r fo  r us  e du rin  g the
c amp aig  n se aso n.

S pitz er’  s trou bl es al so may have
an imp act o  n th  e nat ion al l eve l. As
a sup erde lega te an d a sup por ter of
Se n. Hi llar y R odh am Cli nto n, h is
t roub les may aff ect her image, as
w ell a  s he  r de lega te c oun t. S pitz er
i  s a su per deleg ate b  y vir tu  e of his
p os iti on as gov erno r.

‘ ‘I t hin  k it hur ts Se n. Cli nt on at
a crit ical tim e in he  r no min ati on ,’’
sai d M cLau ghl in.

Cli nt on h ad l itt le t  o sa  y ab out
t he in c ide nt.

‘ ‘I o bv iou sl  y am sen din g m  y best
w is h es an d t hought s t  o the gov er-
n or an d t  o hi  s fam ily  . ... Let’s wait
an d see what come  s ou  t of the next
day s. Right now I don ’t h ave any
com me nt. I t  hin k it’ s a ppr op ria te
t  o wi sh h is fam ily wel  l an  d s  e  e how
t hin gs d eve lop ,’’ Clinto n sai d
M on day w hil  e cam pai gn ing in
P enn syl van ia.

A  s fo  r Spit ze r, M ercu rio says the
ro ad to red emp tion star ts at home.
‘‘ He n eeds t  o wo rk i  t ou  t wi th h is
fam ily  ; he needs to g  o t  o his rab bi .’’

‘ ‘The re’  s go  t to be p ers onal
sa dn ess for his wif  e an  d hi  s kid s.
Tha t’s one rea cti on t hat dece nt
f eel ing peopl  e wo uld hav e,’  ’ Muz-
zi o sai d .. ‘‘E lio  t Spit ze r’s wou nds
h ave all been sel f-inf li cte  d wro ngs
he re — Troope rg ate  , th  e dr ive r’s
l ice nses, th is ,’’ h  e sa id. 

A nd fo r R epu bli can s, M uzzi o
sai d , ‘ ‘The re’  s go  t to b  e so me
sa tisf ac tio  n th at t his ste amr oll er
t hat was goin g to rol  l ov er ev eryo ne
r oll ed ov er h imse lf. ’’

? Irene Jay Liu can be reached at
454-5081 or by e-mail at
iliu@timesunion.com.

Educational Information From St. Peter’s Hospital

Shaped Beam Surgery
Today’s Powerful Tool for Cancer Treatment

The science of medicine.
The compassion to heal.

With pinpoint precision,

the high-resolution beam shaper

targets radiation directly at

cancerous tumors and lesions.

This sophisticated technology allows

for more uniform doses of radiation

in a much shorter period of time.

WHAT IS SHAPED BEAM SURGERY?

Shaped Beam Surgery is one of the most technologically advanced stereotactic radiosurgery

systems available today. It delivers high-doses of radiation beams at tumors in the body –

without surgery and without anesthesia.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Using robotics, image guidance, and highly sophisticated computer software, clinicians

target tumors in the body. The patient lies on a robotic couch that automatically aligns the

radiation beams with the tumors. No invasive head frame is needed for treating brain

tumors. The patient breathes normally during the procedure because the system accounts

for respiratory movement.

The system then continuously shapes the beams to match the size and shape of the tumors

from all angles. This ensures that the tumors receive the fully prescribed dose of radiation.

All the while, the surrounding normal tissue is spared.

Shaped Beam Surgery is effective even with complex-shaped lesions in difficult-to-reach

locations of the body.

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE?

Treatment time varies from 15 to 45 minutes depending on the tumor site. (And for some

patients, only one treatment session may be needed.) It is a painless, outpatient procedure so

patients go home the same day.

St. Peter’s is the first facility in the greater Capital Region
to offer this advanced technology. To learn more about Shaped Beam Surgery,

call St. Peter’s Physician Referral & Information Line at 525-2-CARE.

An increase in the state’s cigarette tax is a win-win solution for

New York. Why? It will save lives and save money. Research has

shown that the more cigarettes cost, the less people smoke —

especially kids. What’s more, raising our cigarette tax by $1.50

will generate more than $480 million in new revenue to help

fund tobacco prevention and other health care priorities. And it

will help reduce the $8 billion New York spends annually treating

tobacco-caused disease.

It’s easy to see why 79% of New York voters support increasing

our tax by $1.50, with part of the revenue supporting tobacco

prevention programs — and why states across America are

making the smart choice to increase cigarette taxes.

Our kids:
still getting hooked
on cigarettes.

Our budget
deficit:
the worst it’s been
in years.

Our solution:
raise the cigarette tax.

Call your legislator today:

Senate: 518-455-2800

Assembly: 518-455-4100

Tell them to increase the cigarette tax to save
lives and raise revenue.
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39. At Capitol, looking ahead
Speculation over Spitzer's motives, scandal's wider effects takes center
stage
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By IRENE JAY LIU
Capitol bureau

    ALBANY - As news broke Monday of Gov. Eliot Spitzer's indiscretions, the Capitol
buzzed with gossip and speculation, and people in government scrambled to
anticipate what will happen in the days, weeks and months ahead.

     Spitzer's acknowledged wrongdoing shocked many people and left them wondering
how a governor elected with a huge voter mandate could fall so precipitously from
grace.`I mean the question is, why? Was it arrogance and hubris or a feeling of
invulnerability?" asked Douglas Muzzio, political science professor at Baruch College
in Manhattan. "It is tragic almost in a Shakespearean sense. You had this potentially
great leader, and he self-destructs."

     Spitzer will have a tough time overcoming the scandal, given his reputation as a
tough state attorney general, the "sheriff of Wall Street."

     "People will accept moments of weakness in their leaders, but Governor Spitzer
has a couple of problems," said pollster John Zogby, pointing to Spitzer's low job
approval ratings and his record of going after people on Wall Street. "He really made
their lives miserable, even though some of them turned out to be not that guilty," he
said.

     Zogby said Spitzer's problems also could affect fellow Democrats in a critical year
when the party had hoped to take over the state Senate.
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     "At a time when the state Democrats are making a big push this year to try to pick
up ground and gain control of the state Senate, it doesn't help them to have a
governor who is politically neutralized," he said.

     Given the challenges of staying in office, for both Spitzer and his party, the big
question on most people's minds is: Should he stay, or should he go?

     Many Republican leaders on Monday called for Spitzer's resignation, including
state GOP Chairman Joseph Mondello and Assembly Minority Leader James Tedisco.
And that's what Republicans should be doing, said GOP strategist John McLaughlin.

     "This seems pretty cut and dried ... I think it is kind of unequivocal that you ask for
his resignation," he said.

     But Spitzer's colleagues will probably follow suit, he said.

     "Within 24 hours you'll see Democrats calling for his resignation," McLaughlin said.
Democrats have generally kept their opinions to themselves thus far, expressing their
sympathies but not commenting on the governor directly.

     Democratic consultant Joseph Mercurio says Spitzer shouldn't necessarily resign.

     "Being a `john' is less than a traffic offense in New York; in some states it's even
legal," he said. "We probably put these things too high on the scale of judgment. I don't
think a private sexual matter should rise to changing government."

     Mercurio said Spitzer's actions weren't an abuse of power, compared with sex
scandals of other prominent politicians such as former New Jersey Gov. Jim
McGreevey and former President Bill Clinton.

     "McGreevey needed to leave because he hired the guy onto the government
payroll. That's different. You had President Clinton, who was taking a young intern and
having sex with her in a government office, someone who was under his supervision,"
he said.

     The scandal comes after a tumultuous 15 months for Spitzer, with many lows -
political fallout from the travel records scandal and his illegal immigrants driver's
license initiative - and a few highs, most recently a Democratic win in the heavily
Republican 48th Senate District.

     On the state level, Spitzer's fall may hamper Democrats' efforts to win the Senate
majority.
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     "The Democrats have to be shocked, they have to be reeling from this," McLaughlin
said. "They've lost their leader in fight ing for the Senate ... he's an embarrassment
and liability to them."

     Already, Democratic candidates are taking down videos and photos featuring the
governor.

     "Those people who are challenging Republicans who yesterday led with an Eliot
Spitzer endorsement are clearly less likely to do so less than today," said Scott
Levenson, president of the Advance Group, a Democratic consulting group.

     McLaughin has advised GOP clients to collect photos and videos of their potential
opponents with the governor for use during the campaign season.

     Spitzer's troubles also may have an impact on the national level. As a
superdelegate and a supporter of Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, his troubles may affect
her image, as well as her delegate count. Spitzer is a superdelegate by virtue of his
position as governor.

     "I think it hurts Sen. Clinton at a critical time in her nomination," said McLaughlin.

     Clinton had little to say about the incident.

     "I obviously am sending my best wishes and thoughts to the governor and to his
family. ... Let's wait and see what comes out of the next days. Right now I don't have
any comment. I think it's appropriate to wish his family well and see how things
develop," Clinton said Monday while campaigning in Pennsylvania.

     As for Spitzer, Mercurio says the road to redemption starts at home. "He needs to
work it out with his family; he needs to go to his rabbi."

     "There's got to be personal sadness for his wife and his kids. That's one reaction
that decent feeling people would have," Muzzio said.. "Eliot Spitzer's wounds have all
been self-inflicted wrongs here - Troopergate, the driver's licenses, this," he said.

     And for Republicans, Muzzio said, "There's got to be some satisfaction that this
steamroller that was going to roll over everyone rolled over himself."

    

     Irene Jay Liu can be reached at 454-5081 or by e-mail at iliu@timesunion.com.
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