
A sour taste or sweet embrace?
Tomato industry hopes
consumers come back
after salmonella scare

By JENNIFER GISH
Staff writer

M ike Ryan , v ice pre side nt o  f W. F.
R yan Pro duce in Co lon ie, d oes n’t
wa nt t  o be one t  o sa  y ‘‘  I to ld you so ’’
w hen it c ame t  o the tomato sc are  , but
h  e did.

W hen the Foo  d and Dru  g Ad-
mi nist rat ion war ned consum ers on
J une  7 th at ce rt ain to mato v ari eti es
m ay b  e th  e so urce of a n  at ionw ide

salm on ell  a outbr eak, Ry an di dn’t
p ull a s  ingle tomato off the shelv es,
ch oo s ing inst ead t  o talk to his cus-
t om ers abo ut t he sa fe ty pra ct ice  s of
t he far me rs w ho su pp ly h is s tor  e and
h is con fide nce in the m. H  e sh ared
t hir d-par ty farm ins pec tio  n re por ts
w ith cust om ers and post ed s igns
d et ail ing whe re h is to matoe  s we re
g rown.

O  n Th ursday , t he F DA l ifte d i ts
w arn ing  , tur nin  g inst ead t  o raw
j ala pen  o an  d ser ran  o pe ppe rs as the
p oss ibl  e so urce of cont am inat ion.
B ut t he d amage ha  d alr e a dy bee n
do ne t  o the tomato i ndu st ry, whi ch

w as l eft wit  h tons of pro duce ro ttin g
in th  e fi eld whil e ma ny cons u m e rs
l eft tomato es out o  f th eir sal a ds an d
o ff t heir sand wic hes  , Ry an sai d .

T he qu esti on now is  , wh en w ill
t hos  e cus tom ers come back to the
to mato bi ns?

‘ ‘I t’s a t  erri bl  e sc are fac tor that
g oes on w ith any thin g t hat ’s f ood-
r ela ted  , an  d it get  s ev eryb ody exc it e d,
an d t hey jum  p sh ip,’’ Ryan said,
add i ng t hat i  t to ok a mon th an d a half
fo r spi nac  h sal es to b oun ce ba ck a fter
t he 2006 FD  A war nin gs abo ut p o-
t ent ially cont am ina ted spi n ach.

Please see F OODA10 ?

Bruno
takes a
last bow
on tour
Senator’s final day
in office includes bus
trip, media crush and
lots of reminiscing

By IRENE JAY LIU
Capitol bureau

J osep  h L  . Br uno had wande re d
o ff a gain . W alkin g t hrou gh t he
A lba ny I nter nat ion al A irp ort,
w ith a c  rus h o  f st aff ers, media and
w ell-w i she rs i  n to w, B runo was
su pp osed t  o be he ade d towa rd the
o bserv at i on
d eck t hat
b e ars a bust
t hat hon ors
t he f orm er
S ena te m a-
jor it  y le ade r,
an d now fo r-
m er se nato r.

B runo was
sa yin g g oodbye Fr ida y, t he la st of
ma ny ‘ ‘las ts’  ’ ov er t he p ast few
w eek s, an d h  e co uldn ’t res ist t he
s tar es f rom people at t he C olo nie
air po rt. H  e be e-lin ed towar  d an y-
o ne a  t al  l — air lin e a tte ndan ts,
p asse ngers , c ust odial wo rkers , a
ba by.

Som e r eco gniz ed h im, oth ers
r espo nde d t  o hi  s gr eetin gs with
cur io us l ook s. H  e ch atte d, he
sho ok ha nd s, an d b efo re m ovin g
o n, h  e int rod uce  d hims e l f: ‘ ‘I’m
S en ato r J oe B run o.’’

B ut as of 12:01 a.m. Satu rday,
‘ ‘ev eryb ody cal ls m  e Jo e,’  ’ Br uno
sai d .

F riday was his last day in off ice
Please see T OURA6 ?

A $153.5M farewell
to Capital Region
Last weeks in office bring
deluge of state money
to projects in area

By RICK KARLIN
Capitol bureau

A LBA  N  Y — May be t hey cou ld
h ave cal led i  t th  e mil lio n-dol lar -a-
m ile tour down mem ory lane, but it
w ould hav  e to tal ed a lot mor  e th an
t hat.

W hile Sen  . Jo s eph L  . Br uno on
F riday ca ppe  d of  f his 32-y ear pol iti cal

c areer wi th a bus tour vis itin g s ome of
t he b uil ding s, t ransp or tat ion cen ters
an d s por ts fa cil it ies he he lped brin g to
t he ar ea  , th  e tr ip al so fol lowe  d a
n ear ly mo nth-lo ng r em i nder of how
ma ny s tate d o llars Br uno direc ted to
t he C api tal Reg ion ove  r th  e ye ars.

A nd d urin g t he la st t wo w eeks
b efo re he ret ire  d fr om pub li  c of fice
t he se nat or w ent o  n a ver ita ble rib bon-
c ut t ing binge, wi th bar ely a day g oing
b  y in whi ch h  e di dn’t app ear a  t so me
b usin ess , r esear ch ce nte r o  r muni cip al

Please see D OLL ARS A7 ?

Bush talks of leaving Iraq
In concession, President agrees
to goals for withdrawing troops

By STEVEN LEE MYERS
New York Times

HOU ST ON — Pre side nt Bu sh ag ree  d to
‘ ‘a ge ner al t ime hor izo n’’ for wit hdr awin g
A mer ican tr oops i  n Ir aq, t he W hite Ho use
an no unce d F riday , i  n a conc es si on t hat re-
f lec ted both pro gre ss in st ab il izin g I raq and
t he dep th o  f po lit ical opp os iti on t  o an
ope n-e nded mil itar y pr esen ce in I r aq an d at
ho me.

Bu sh, w ho h as lo ng d eride d t ime tab les for

t roo  p wi thdr a w als a  s da ngerou s, ag ree  d to at
l eas  t a n oti onal one a  s par t o  f the adm in-
ist rat ion ’s e ffo rts to nego tia te t he te rms for an
A mer ican mil it ary prese nce in I raq afte r a
U .N. mand ate exp ire  s at the end o  f th  e ye ar.

T he ag ree me nt, annou nce d in st ate me nts
re le a sed b  y th  e Wh ite Hous e an d P rime
Mi nist er N our  i al-M al iki ’s g ove rnme nt, re-
f lec ted a s  ig nif ican t s hif  t in the war i  n Ir aq.
Mo re t han fiv  e ye ars a fte  r th  e co nf l ict beg an
w ith the ove rthrow of Saddam Huss e in, the
A mer ican mil it ary prese nce now depe nds
s ign ifi can tly  , if not compl ete ly, o  n Ira qi
a cqu ies cen ce.

T he W hite Ho use off ere  d no sp ec if ics

a bou  t h  o  w far of  f an  y ‘‘ time hor izo n’’ wou ld
b e, w ith off icial s sa yin g d etail s re main ed t  o be
nego tia ted  . An  y da tes cite d in an ag ree me nt
w ould be c ast a  s goa ls fo r h an din g r esp ons ibil-
i ty t  o Ira qis , an d n ot s pec ifi cal ly fo r re duc ing
A mer ican tr oops  , sai d a Whi te H ouse
s po k esma n, G ord on D  . Joh ndro e.

B ut t he W hite Ho use sta teme nt sai d t hat
t he t wo le ade rs ‘‘ag ree  d th at i mpro ving
con di tions shou ld allow fo  r the agr eeme nts
now unde r nego tia ti on t  o inc lud  e a g  en eral
t ime hor izo  n fo  r meet in  g aspi rat ion al g oals
su ch a  s the resum p ti on o  f Ira qi s ecu rity
con tr ol in th eir cit ies and pro vinc es an d t he

Please see I RAQ A10 ?
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BASEBALL

Little Leaguer
in spotlight
Twelve-year-old Jordan Johnson
made an over-the-wall catch of
a fly ball that was so good the
Little League player wound up
on ESPN./C1

INVESTIGATION

Waste hauler
under scrutiny
The owner of County Waste and
Recycling built his firm up over
two decades and now faces
claims it has bilked millions
from the town of Colonie./B1

SARATOGA STYLE

Know
what
to do
We collect
all the
information
you will
need to
plan your
fun in the
Spa City
during this year’s racing
season./Sunday

INTERNET

Prosecutors like
help from MySpace
Prosecutors are using
Facebook and MySpace to get
damaging photos of
defendants to argue for
harsher punishment./A4

PLEA DEAL

Ex-bus driver
admits abuse
A former Saratoga Springs
school bus driver admits to
charges of having sexual
contact with three boys as part
of a plea deal./B1

Gallery
View moments
from Sen. Joseph
L. Bruno’s
farewell tour
at http://
timesunion.com.

Previously: The Bush adminis-
tration refused to set a deadline
pulling troops out of Iraq, saying it
would give insurgents the chance to
simply outwait U.S. forces.

The latest: The President
agrees to ‘‘a general time horizon,’’
with no dates yet attached.

What’s next: The details will be
negotiated with the Iraqis. The
administration says any dates in the
agreement are goals for handing
responsibility to Iraqis, and not
specifically for reducing troops.

CAROL
DRAPER of
Loudonville
shops Friday
at W.F. Ryan
Produce in
Colonie. The
store used
information
to allay fears
about
tomatoes
during the
salmonella
scare.
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SEN. JOSEPH L. BRUNO pays a visit Friday to Joseph L. Bruno Stadium in Troy. He obtained state funds to build the stadium.

SPEAKING TO THE MEDIA, Sen. Joseph L. Bruno
makes a point during his Friday bus tour.

LORI VAN BUREN/TIMES UNION
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SPORTS  Giants looking to return here next summer/C1

50 CENTS ■  75 CENTS IN OUTLYING AREAS

HIGH LOW

90°     68°
Today’s forecast
The sweat-athon 
continues. Maybe 
a storm.

Details/B2



T OUR: B run  o enj oys fin al day in pol iti cal off ice
/ CONTINUED FROM A1
as senator of the 43rd District,
representing Rensselaer and Sar-
atoga counties, a post he held for
32 years, 14 of them as Senate
majority leader. As the top Re-
publican in the Senate, he culti-
vated a persona that alternated
between down to earth and larger
than life, joshing and jousting
with the news media, colleagues
and political foes. He took on the
seemingly unassailable Gov. El-
iot Spitzer, who eventually left
the Executive Mansion amid a
prostitution scandal.

Even on his last day, Bruno
took a few shots at Spitzer, at one
point calling his successor, David
Paterson, wonderful ‘‘compared
to that previous piece of work.’’

His final workday hours were,
in keeping with character, spent
with the news media, sponsoring
a bus tour to view his achieve-
ments, the ride paid for from his
$1.7 million campaign coffers.

The bus traveled his district,
stopping for photo ops at the
landmarks created through his
power and influence over mil-
lions of state dollars — the Jo-
seph L. Bruno Stadium in Troy,
nicknamed ‘‘the Joe’’; Rensselaer
Tech Park; the former site of
Rensselaer High School, where a
riverfront residential and com-
mercial development is slated;
the Rensselaer Train Station; the
UAlbany East Campus; and Al-
bany International Airport.

The start of Bruno’s final day
on the job was much like any

other day. He woke up around six
in the morning, walked up the
hill with his dog and worked out.
He has taken to targeting certain
areas of the body for short inter-
vals — Friday it was the upper
body, shoulders, and arms. He
made a lot of phone calls and met
a few ‘‘big people’’ from Long
Island to talk business over lunch
at the Troy Country Club.

Boarding the bus, Bruno used
the intercom to speak to the
reporters, photographers, and
cameramen surrounding him. He

cracked jokes, threatened to drive
the bus himself, reminisced about
the ‘‘inefficient, unresponsive’’
Legislature he inherited when he
became leader.

Bruno talked about the last day
of session, June 23, when he
shocked the Capitol by announc-
ing that he wouldn’t seek re-elec-
tion.

‘‘When I was in here Monday
when session was closing, I
wasn’t sure that I would actually
pull the trigger to say I wasn’t
running,’’ said Bruno. ‘‘I kept
weighing all the ramifications in
my mind, and all the scenarios. ...
I knew one of the first things

people would do is say, ‘Ah, he
thinks they’re going to lose.’ ’’

Bruno leaves the Senate Re-
publicans with a majority at its
slimmest margin in decades — 31
Republicans to 30 Democrats.
His successor, Senate Majority
Leader Dean Skelos, R-Rockville
Centre on Long Island, must
fight to maintain the majority in
the November elections.

Walking into ‘‘the Joe,’’ the
baseball stadium that is home to
the Tri-City ValleyCats, Bruno
stopped mid-step and looked up
at the banner that reads, ‘‘Wel-
come to Joseph L. Bruno Stadi-
um.’’ Once inside, he worked the
crowd — a strong handshake and
the shoulder squeeze for the
men, cheek kisses for the ladies
clustered in an admiring gaggle
for the 79-year-old senator who
sported a navy-blue striped polo
and chinos. He periodically ran
his hands through his coiffed
silver hair.

At the Rensselaer Train Sta-
tion, Bruno talked up a 10 year-
old named Darryle Perry, who
was waiting by himself for his
father. Bruno waited with the
boy after telling him he’d stay
until his dad came. When his
mother and sister walked up,
Bruno bought ice cream for the
family and his staff. He bought
one for himself as well, and
proceeded to eat it through a
television interview, gesticulating
with the cone as chocolate ice
cream dripped on his hands and
arms.

Preparing for another inter-
view, Bruno asked the guys
around him, half-joking, half-
fishing, ‘‘How’s my hair? How’s
my hair?’’ Then with a grin, he
quipped to a balding companion,
‘‘better than yours.’’

At the Colonie airport, the
final stop on the tour, a well-
wisher asked Bruno whether he’s
going to enjoy retirement. Bruno
paused for a beat.

He said he would miss the
trappings of public service — the
entourage, the media scrum,
talking with citizens. ‘‘It’s a
whole way of life,’’ he said.

‘‘My family asks me, ‘How are
you going to feel? Not being
senator anymore? I don’t know.
We’ll find out.’’

Back on the bus, returning the
Capitol, Bruno took up the inter-
com microphone again. ‘‘Don’t
try to keep track of what I’m
doing from here on out. Just
forget it,’’ he joked.

Bruno said he hasn’t made any
decisions about what he’ll do
next, but he hopes to make a
decision by Monday. The shad-
ow of an FBI investigation of his
business dealings still hangs over
Bruno, but he said it doesn’t
affect his life, except in the news
media.

Throughout the day, Bruno
asked people whether they will
know his name after midnight.
Though asked as a joke, there
was a hint of sadness around the
edge of the words. He even said it
to Gov. David Paterson, who
called him on the bus to wish him
well.

‘‘I’m going to call you next
week and quiz you,’’ Bruno said.
‘‘To see if you remember who
Joe Bruno is.’’

? Irene Jay Liu can be reached at
454-5081 or by e-mail at
iliu@timesunion.com.
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SEN. JOSEPH L. BRUNO offers some ice cream he bought Friday to people at the Amtrak station in
Rensselaer during his tour of sites and programs for which he helped secure state funding.
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. Bruno takes a last bow on tour
Senator's final day in office includes bus trip, media crush and lots of
reminiscing

Date: Saturday, July 19, 2008
Section: Main
Edition: 1
Page: A1
Illustration: Photo
Caption: WILL WALDRON/TIMES UNION
SEN. JOSEPH L. BRUNO offers some ice cream he bought Friday to people at the Amtrak 
station in Rensselaer during his tour of sites and programs for which he helped secure state
funding.

By IRENE JAY LIU 
Capitol bureau

    Joseph L. Bruno had wandered off again. Walking through the Albany International Airport,
with a crush of staffers, media and well-wishers in tow, Bruno was supposed to be headed
toward the observation deck that bears a bust that honors the former Senate majority leader,
and now former senator.

     Bruno was saying goodbye Friday, the last of many "lasts" over the past few weeks, and he
couldn't resist the stares from people at the Colonie airport. He bee-lined toward anyone at all
- airline attendants, passengers, custodial workers, a baby.Some recognized him, others
responded to his greetings with curious looks. He chatted, he shook hands, and before moving
on, he introduced himself: "I'm Senator Joe Bruno."

     But as of 12:01 a.m. Saturday, "everybody calls me Joe," Bruno said.

     Friday was his last day in office as senator of the 43rd District, representing Rensselaer
and Saratoga counties, a post he held for 32 years, 14 of them as Senate majority leader. As
the top Republican in the Senate, he cultivated a persona that alternated between down to
earth and larger than life, joshing and jousting with the news media, colleagues and political
foes. He took on the seemingly unassailable Gov. Eliot Spitzer, who eventually left the
Executive Mansion amid a prostitution scandal.

     Even on his last day, Bruno took a few shots at Spitzer, at one point calling his successor,
David Paterson, wonderful "compared to that previous piece of work."
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     His final workday hours were, in keeping with character, spent with the news media,
sponsoring a bus tour to view his achievements, the ride paid for from his $1.7 million
campaign coffers.

     The bus traveled his district, stopping for photo ops at the landmarks created through his
power and influence over millions of state dollars - the Joseph L. Bruno Stadium in Troy,
nicknamed "the Joe"; Rensselaer Tech Park; the former site of Rensselaer High School,
where a riverfront residential and commercial development is slated; the Rensselaer Train
Station; the UAlbany East Campus; and Albany International Airport.

     The start of Bruno's final day on the job was much like any other day. He woke up around
six in the morning, walked up the hill with his dog and worked out. He has taken to targeting
certain areas of the body for short intervals - Friday it was the upper body, shoulders, and
arms. He made a lot of phone calls and met a few "big people" from Long Island to talk
business over lunch at the Troy Country Club.

     Boarding the bus, Bruno used the intercom to speak to the reporters, photographers, and
cameramen surrounding him. He cracked jokes, threatened to drive the bus himself,
reminisced about the "inefficient, unresponsive" Legislature he inherited when he became
leader.

     Bruno talked about the last day of session, June 23, when he shocked the Capitol by
announcing that he wouldn't seek re-election.

     "When I was in here Monday when session was closing, I wasn't sure that I would actually
pull the trigger to say I wasn't running," said Bruno. "I kept weighing all the ramifications in my
mind, and all the scenarios. ... I knew one of the first things people would do is say, 'Ah, he
thinks they're going to lose.' "

     Bruno leaves the Senate Republicans with a majority at its slimmest margin in decades - 31
Republicans to 30 Democrats. His successor, Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos,
R-Rockville Centre on Long Island, must fight to maintain the majority in the November
elections.

     Walking into "the Joe," the baseball stadium that is home to the Tri-City ValleyCats, Bruno
stopped mid-step and looked up at the banner that reads, "Welcome to Joseph L. Bruno
Stadium." Once inside, he worked the crowd - a strong handshake and the shoulder squeeze
for the men, cheek kisses for the ladies clustered in an admiring gaggle for the 79-year-old
senator who sported a navy-blue striped polo and chinos. He periodically ran his hands
through his coiffed silver hair.

     At the Rensselaer Train Station, Bruno talked up a 10 year-old named Darryle Perry, who
was waiting by himself for his father. Bruno waited with the boy after telling him he'd stay until
his dad came. When his mother and sister walked up, Bruno bought ice cream for the family
and his staff. He bought one for himself as well, and proceeded to eat it through a television
interview, gesticulating with the cone as chocolate ice cream dripped on his hands and arms.

     Preparing for another interview, Bruno asked the guys around him, half-joking, half-fishing,
"How's my hair? How's my hair?" Then with a grin, he quipped to a balding companion, "better



The Albany Times Union: Archives Document http://167.166.22.212:8080/saveweb/SAVESearch?action=Get+Doc+T...

3 of 3 7/27/2008 1:38 PM

than yours."

     At the Colonie airport, the final stop on the tour, a well-wisher asked Bruno whether he's
going to enjoy retirement. Bruno paused for a beat.

     He said he would miss the trappings of public service - the entourage, the media scrum,
talking with citizens. "It's a whole way of life," he said.

     "My family asks me, 'How are you going to feel? Not being senator anymore? I don't know.
We'll find out."

     Back on the bus, returning the Capitol, Bruno took up the intercom microphone again.
"Don't try to keep track of what I'm doing from here on out. Just forget it," he joked.

     Bruno said he hasn't made any decisions about what he'll do next, but he hopes to make a
decision by Monday. The shadow of an FBI investigation of his business dealings still hangs
over Bruno, but he said it doesn't affect his life, except in the news media.

     Throughout the day, Bruno asked people whether they will know his name after midnight.
Though asked as a joke, there was a hint of sadness around the edge of the words. He even
said it to Gov. David Paterson, who called him on the bus to wish him well.

     "I'm going to call you next week and quiz you," Bruno said. "To see if you remember who
Joe Bruno is."

    

     Irene Jay Liu can be reached at 454-5081 or by e-mail at iliu@timesunion.com.

Factbox: Gallery
View moments from Sen. Joseph L. Bruno's farewell tour at http://timesunion.com.




