
Democrats in dogfight;
McCain leads GOP race

New York state sides
with party favorites
By IRE NE J AY L IU
Capitol bureau

N EW YOR K — Sen  . Hil lar y
R odh am Cli nt on w as p oised Tu es-
day night to tak e t he l ion ’s s hare of
De mo c rat ic de lega tes i  n he  r ho me
s tate , w hile Sen  . Jo hn M cCain
h andil y c apt ure  d th  e 10  1 Re publ i-
c an de lega tes in t he G OP’  s win -
n er- take-a ll con te s t.

N ew Y ork Dem oc r ats fav ored
t he fo rm er f irst lad y-tu rne d-s ena-
t or a bout 57 p erce nt t  o 40 per cent
ov er Se n. B ara ck O bama o  f Il li-
n ois  , wi th 9  9 perc ent of p rec incts
rep orti ng  . Cl int on cl aimed 138
de lega tes and Obam a g ot 94, ac-
co rdin g t  o the Dem oc r ati  c Par ty.

De mo c rat  s app ear ed far mo re
e ner giz ed t han Repub li can  s by the
p rim ary  , wi th n ear ly o ne-th ird of
e nro lle  d De mo c rat  s tur ning out.
R epu bli can tur nout reac hed only
2  0 perc en t.

M cCain ’s succe ss in Ne  w Yo rk
w as d ue in la rge p art t  o fo rmer
N ew Y ork Cit  y Ma yor Rudy Giu l-
ian i’  s ex it f rom the race and qui ck
e ndo rs eme nt o  f hi  s fo rme  r ri val
f rom Ariz ona.

‘ ‘Gi ul ian i dr opp ed t he m arb le
b ag, an d M cCain p i cke  d up all the
m arb les ,’’ said Nor man Adl er, a
p ol it ical cons ul tan  t for both par-
t ies.

Please see S TATE A6 ?

Pain used
as terror
weapon
Colonie police report
says 2 suspects tortured
man in bid to silence him

By JORDAN CARLEO-EVANGELIST
Staff writer

C OL ONIE — A man fac ing
dr ug cha rges allege dl  y te amed
w ith secon d p ers on to tor tur  e a
s tate wi tne ss — sear ing his face
w ith a glowin g h ot fo rk — i  n an
a tte mpt t  o sc are him into rec ant ing
h is t estim on y.

T he t wo m en — iden tif ied as
Sh awn K  . Ro bert s, 28, and Ian A.
G ree ne, 22, bo th o  f Wa ter vli et —
ar e c ha rge d w ith wit ness tam per-
i ng, assa ul  t and robbe ry in th  e Jan .
2  4 in cide nt t hat loc al o ffi cial s sa y
r e pr esen ts a bru tal exam ple of
w itn ess int imid atio n.

I  t al so h ighl ights a dil e mma for
a uth ori tie  s det erm ine  d to era di -
c ate the ant i-s n itch ing cul tur  e by
ex po s ing i  t as hol low an d d estr uc-

Please see T ORT URE A9 ?

Contests still open
after Super Tuesday
By DAVID ESPO
Associated Press

W ASH ING TON  — Se n.
J ohn McC ain seiz ed com man d of
t he r ace for the Repub li can pres i-
de ntial no min atio n T uesday
n ight, win ning deleg ate-r ic  h pr i-
m ari es in all regi ons o  f th  e co un-
t ry. Dem oc r ati  c ri val  s Hil lar y
R odh am Cli nt on an d B ara ck O b-
am a t ra d ed vi cto rie  s i  n a  n epic
coa st - t o-coast str uggle wi th no
e nd in sight . 

Cli nt on w on t he b igge s t s tate ,
C ali for nia  , fo  r the Dem oc r ats,
c api tal izin g o  n su ppo rt f rom
H isp an ic vote rs.

M cCain wo  n th  e Re publ ican
r ace i  n Cal ifo rn ia, hop ing to
inf li ct a crus hin g b low o  n his
cl osest pursu er  , fo rmer Massa -
c hu set ts Gov  . Mi tt R omn ey.

‘ ‘We’ ve w on s ome o  f th  e bi g-
g est s tate s in th  e cou ntr y,’’ Mc-
C ain t old cheer in  g su ppo rte rs at
a ral ly in Ph oe n ix a fte  r po cke ting
vi cto rie  s in all regi ons . A  n un d er-
d og fo r mo nth s, h  e pr ocl aimed
h imse lf t he f ront-r un ner a  t las t,
an d adde d. ‘ ‘I d on’t real ly min  d it
o ne bit .’’

Wi th 497 de lega tes  , th  e Ar izo-
na sen ator was mor  e th an 40

Please see V OTE A5 ?
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POLITICIAN CHARGED

Legislator accused
of stalking woman
Brian Scavo of Albany County
Legislature denies claim that
he repeatedly harassed
25-year-old, saying complaint is
politically motivated./D1

ECONOMY

Service decline fuels
recession fears
Stocks tumble after sector
shows first drop in five years
despite efforts by Federal
Reserve to reverse economic
slowdown./C1

TAX TIME

Add some fun
to doing the forms
Instead of letting your finances
frustrate you, use your IRS
filing as an excuse for a
game-filled evening or even a
1040 party./E1

Delegate count
X National, to date:

REPUBLICANS
John McCain 497
Mitt Romney 200
Michael Huckabee 141
Needed to win: 1,191

DEMOCRATS
Hillary Rodham Clinton 615
Barack Obama 515
Needed to win: 2,025

X New York:
REPUBLICANS

John McCain 101

DEMOCRATS
Hillary Rodham Clinton 138
Barack Obama 94
At presstime, some based on
projections.
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TOO EARLY TO CALL AT PRESSTIME TOO EARLY TO CALL AT PRESSTIME
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NOTHING was settled Tuesday, with Sen. John McCain, Gov. Mitt Romney, Gov. Mike Huckabee, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton and Sen. Barack Obama still in the fight.
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W E A T H E R
High Low

34° 28°
Have an ice day ...
and please watch
your step./D2

S T A T E
P A G E
Spitzer
expands
food-stamp
eligibility./A3

In the land
of the Giants
Complete coverage of
post-Super Bowl
celebrations./B1
Commemorative Giants
section./Coming
Sunday
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UPCOMING
Step show’s a

celebration of

black history.
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Facing the judge
A former Bible student convicted of burning down
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Once a foe, Giuliani now a friend
After Florida flop, former
candidate returns to NYC
on stump for McCain

By MARK HARRINGTON
Newsday

N EW YOR K — Rudy Giu lian i
o  n Tu esday comp let ed a tran si tion
f rom fro nt-ru nne  r to foo tno te in
t he 2008 GO  P rac e, s tumpi ng in
M anh att an fo r Se n. J ohn McC ain
a fte  r a s  pe ctac ular cam pai gn melt-
dow n fan ne  d by pock ets of hom e-
tow n di ss en t.

G iul iani app ear ed a  t a da wn
r all  y fo  r Mc Cain in R ock efe ller
C ente r, a w  ee  k af ter a d  ec isi ve
p rim ary de f eat i  n Fl ori da l ed t he
fo rm er N ew Y ork Cit  y ma yor to
ca ll it qui ts.

I ntro duc ing McC ain in New
Y ork brou ght a humb led Giu lian i
f ull cir cle — f  ro  m th  e pl ace that
l aun che  d hi  s iro n-fist ed p ol it ical
c areer as may or an d ba ck t  o a s tate
w he re h is s tan din g in th  e po lls had
p lum mete d in rece nt week s, p lac-
in g h im t ied a  t best wi th M cCain .

A cco rdin g t  o the rece nt ly sh red-

d ed G iul iani ca m pai gn p laybo ok,
mo men tum fro  m a Fl ori da w in w as
t  o ha ve i gnit ed a Su p er T uesday
s wee  p — t  opp ed b  y an exp ecte d
vi cto ry in Ne  w Yo rk. But afte r a
s trin g o  f ear ly prim ary de f eats
t opp ed by Flo rid a, s ome obser ve rs
h ave beg un t  o qu esti on wh eth er h is
f ront-r un ner sta tus i  n la te 2007
p olls eve  r amou nte  d to any thin g
mo re t han name recog ni tio n.
G iul iani ca m pai gn st aff ers did not
r espo nd to requ ests for comme nt,
an d S unn  y Mi ndel  , a sp oke swo man
fo r h is cons ul tin  g fir m, Giu lian i
P art ners , d eclin ed t  o co mme nt.

‘ ‘The tide was bou nd t  o ch ange
fo r Rud y G iul iani bec aus  e he had
an art ifi cial le ad t  o be gin wit h,’’
sai d P ete  r Wo oll ey, exec ut ive di-
r ect or o  f Fair le igh D ick ins on U ni-
v ers ity ’s P ubl icMin d P oll  . Wh en
o the  r Re publ ican can di da tes in-
c re a sed in v is ibil ity  , he said  , Gi uli-
an i’  s neg ativ es — the Ber nie Ker ik
in dic tme nt, str aine  d fam ily rela-
t ion  s — di dn’  t st and compar is on.
‘‘ He h ad h igh n ame recog ni tio n,
b ut i  t cu  t bo th w ays ,’’ Woo lle  y sa id. 
‘‘ He h ad a lot o  f bagg age.’’

W ors e, t he ho me town sup port
t hat nor mal ly l ift  s a c  and ida te
c amp aig ning away fro  m ho me m u-
t ate  d into a r esou ndin g B ronx
c hee  r fr om im po rtan t const itu en-
c ies  . In Flo rid a, fo rm er N ew Y ork
C ity fir  e ch ief Jim Ric hes hounde d

G iul iani fro  m Ja cks onvi lle to M i-
am i, blas tin g h is p erfo rm ance on
Sep t. 1  1 o  n th  e night ly ne w s.

T he n ight o  f a GO  P de ba te in
B oca Rato n, a New Yor  k Tim es
ed ito rial ev iscera te  d Gi ul ian i as
‘ ‘nar row’  ’ an  d ‘‘ vin dic tiv e,’  ’ wh ile
t wo d oze  n fo rme  r Ne  w Yo rk pr ose-
c uto rs qu esti on ed h is cl aims to
h avin g ‘ ‘tu rne  d arou nd’’ the ir o f-
f ice whe  n he was U.S  . at tor ney.

‘ ‘Hi  s po lit ical and pe rs o n al is-
su es were not goin g t  o we ar w ell ,’’
sai d S tev  e Cohe n, a pro fe ss or of
pub li  c adm in ist rat ion a  t Co lum bia
U ni v ers ity  , who nev ert hel ess ar-
g ued tha  t it was n’t jus  t th  e bagg age.

‘ ‘Gi ul ian i l ikes bein  g in cha rge, 
b ut I don ’t t hin  k he lik es bei ng the
su pp lic ant ask ing for sup por t,’  ’ he
sai d .

W here doe  s Gi ul ian i go now?
Cer tain ly the consu ltin g b usin ess
bea rin g h is n ame suf fer ed f rom no
l ack o  f pu blic ity fro  m th  e pr es ide n-
t ial r un, his cut-a nd-ru  n ear ly
p rim ary str ate gy n otw ith stan din g.

C ohen o  f Co lum bia said even
t houg  h th  e el ect ab il it  y of Giu lian i
i  s in quest ion nat ion all y, h is n ame
r eco gni tio  n in New Yor  k st ill car-
r ies weight . 

‘ ‘I t’s not har  d to ima gin  e him
bei ng talk ed abo ut as gov ern or of
N ew Y ork, run ning again s t (G ov.
E lio t) S pitz er, ’’ C ohen said.

S TAT E: P ol it ician s e xpr ess hope
/ CONTINUED FROM A1
The New York Republican es-
tablishment turned on a hairpin
to overwhelmingly support Mc-
Cain when Giuliani dropped out
six days before Super Tuesday.

Despite the quick turnaround,
‘‘the transition to supporting him
has been very, very smooth,’’ said
state GOP spokesman Matthew
Walter.

For the Democrats, the New
York primary was all about Clin-
ton, a referendum on her elect-
ability and her strength among
her core constituencies — blacks,
Latinos and women.

‘‘The barometer will be how
Clinton does. It won’t be good
enough to win. She has to win
big,’’ said Republican pollster
John McLaughlin in an interview
before the primary.

In New York, exit polls by The
Associated Press and television
networks indicated that Clinton
had strong support from Jewish
and Hispanic voters, while black
voters favored Obama over Clin-
ton by a 3-2 ratio. Women
backed Clinton by a 3-2 ratio;
men were almost evenly split
between them.

Regardless of Clinton’s mar-
gin of victory in New York, it is
likely that ‘‘this election is not
going to be over for the Demo-
crats,’’ Adler said.

Political observers from both
sides of the aisle suggest that the
Democrats’ unpledged party
leaders and elected officials, the
so-called ‘‘superdelegates,’’ will
play a decisive role in choosing
who will ultimately become the
Democratic nominee.

‘‘The superdelegates are the
professionals of the party,’’ Adler
said. ‘‘For them, winning is ev-
erything. So they will make their
decision based on the electability
of the candidate.’’

But a scenario in which there is
a clear Republican front-runner,
and a muddled Democratic field
could work to either party’s ad-

vantage.
Both Republican and Demo-

cratic strategists agree negative
campaigning will hurt the Dem-
ocratic field.

‘‘The two of them could do the
work of the Republicans,’’ Adler
said. ‘‘McCain may not have to
say anything bad about the two
Democrats because they’ll be
running around the country at-
tacking each other.’’

‘‘If they’re running a negative
campaign, that’s great,’’ said Re-
publican pollster John McLaugh-
lin. ‘‘But if they don’t fight, then
they get press and it could hurt
the Republicans.’’

The national ticket also may
affect state Senate and Assembly
elections in the November. The
Republicans currently hold a
one-seat majority in the Senate,
with a special election on Feb. 26
for the seat vacated by Sen. James
Wright, R-Watertown.

Walter was confident that with
McCain at the top of the ticket,
the Republicans will retain their

majority in the Senate.

‘‘We are very optimistic that
John McCain will be a tremen-
dous benefit to us in New York
state,’’ Walter said. ‘‘He has a
very broad appeal to indepen-
dents and New York Republi-
cans.’’

New York Democratic Chair-
woman June O’Neill disagreed,
suggesting Democratic Senate
candidates may well ride the
coattails of a popular Democratic
ticket.

‘‘We are very serious and very
focused on those races. They
have had the majority for a very
long time, they’ve had the bully
pulpit,’’ O’Neill said. ‘‘Just like
Bush, voters are tired of the
Senate majority holding up the
work until they get their way.
And we are actively recruiting.’’

?
Irene Jay Liu can be reached at

454-5081 or by e-mail at
iliu@timesunion.com.

Prolonged Democratic fight
gives party more momentum
Efforts to woo voters
seen as way to mobilize
action against likely GOP
candidate McCain

By PETER S. CANELLOS
Boston Globe

G et r ea dy fo r w eek  s — if not
mo nth  s — of a t  ight ly fou ght
De mo c rat ic pr es ide ntial rac e,
w hil  e Re publ ican J o hn M cCain is
l ike ly t  o be sit tin  g on the sid elin es,
s ecu re in vi cto ry, try ing har  d to
ra ise m on-
e  y an  d pu ll
t og eth er a
f rac tio us R epu bli can coal itio n.

S  o far , t he De mo c rat  s ha ve
dr ama tica lly outdr aw  n th  e Re pub-
l ican s a  t th  e po lls and gen era ted
g rea ter ent hus ias m am on  g th eir
c ore consti tue ncie s, esp ec ial ly
am on  g wo men  , min or iti es an d
you nger vote rs. A f  ierc e, pro tra ct-
ed cont est bet we en Hi llar y R od-
h am Cli nt on an d B ara ck O bama
c oul  d so ur t he g ood f eel ing  s — or
e ner giz  e th  e par ty eve  n mo re,
dep en din g o  n ho  w th  e can di da tes
c o nduc  t th emse lve s.

’ ’Th  e pr essu re to st ay n ice and
p os iti ve w ill b  e gre at, but the
pr essu re to go neg ati ve w ill be even
g rea ter ,’’ said Lin da F owl er, a p  ol it-
i cal sci ence prof ess or at Dar t-
mou th Col lege, n otin g t hat nega-
t ive ca m pai gnin g c an b  e ef fec tive
in a t wo- pe rs on race .’  ’ Wi th t he
R epu bli can nom inat ion sett led, re-
p orte rs w ill foc us o  n al  l the Dem o-
c rat s’ t it- for -ta ts an d neg ati ve a t-
t ack s, an d t hat cou ld t urn off
v ote rs. ’’

B ut F owl er n ote  d the re s till
c oul  d b  e a h idden be n efi  t fo  r the
De mo c rat s: ‘ ‘The rec ipr ocal ef fect
i  s al  l th  e ene rgy put i nto t he
ge t-ou t-the-v ote ef for ts — the
pho ne ban ks and vol unte e rs — and
t hat ’s g ot t  o be hel pfu l. F or M c-

C ain, the re ar e v ery few pla ces
w he re h  e has peop le t  o kn ock on
d oors for him and t  o gi ve u  p th eir
Sat urday s fo r h im. ’’

S upe  r Tu esday r etu rns gave Mc-
C ain an en ormou s le ad in GOP
de lega tes and vic tor ies ove  r his
m ain r ival , M itt Rom ney  , in many
o  f th  e la rgest sta tes  , bu  t he did not
n ecessar ily win the hear ts of con-
ser va tiv es. Exi  t po lls sug g este  d he
s til  l ha  s a lo  t of wor  k t  o d  o in
w inn ing over cor  e Re publ ican vo t-
e rs w ho ar e di sa ff ecte d b  y hi  s pas t
v otes on t axe s, i mmig rat ion and
c amp aig  n fin an ce r efo rm.

T hus  , Mc Cain wil l wa ke up
W edn esday m orn ing  a win ne  r —
b ut o ne w ith littl e m on ey in the
ban k an d a lot o  f skep ti cs am ong
h is w oul d-b e al lie s.

R ight-w in  g pu ndi ts R ush Lim-
ba ug  h an  d An  n Co ulte r ar e alr e a dy
g rum blin g a bou  t Cl int on bei ng
t he m ost conser va tiv  e can di da te
l eft in t he r ace  . Th eir fol lowe rs ar e
unl i k ely to ag ree  , an  d Mc Cain wil l
alm os  t ce rtain ly end up c ar r ying
conser va tive vote rs in the gen eral
e lec tio n. B ut t hey cou ld fo rce him
t  o har de  n hi  s pos iti ons o  n ce rtain
c ore Repub li can issu es  , pe rh aps
j eopar di zing his lo ng-s tan din g a p-
p eal to mo de r ate  s an  d indep en-
de nts.

M ean wh i le, v ariou s De mo c rat ic
const itu enc ies wil  l be squar ing off
a gai nst o ne an ot her a  t th  e bal lot
b ox, div ided equal ly betw een Clin-
t on an d O bama.

‘ ‘Gi ven the nat ure o  f th  e co ali-
t ions eac  h on  e has bu ilt, it seems
t hey eac  h ha ve ha lf t he De mo c rat ic
P art y,’  ’ sai d Wil liam Ca rrick, an
u nal ig ned Dem oc r atic consu ltan t
bas e d in Cal ifo rn ia.

O bama  , h  e sa id, w ins amo ng
A fri can-A mer ican s, younge r v ot-
e rs, indep e nde nts and col lege-ed u-
c ate  d De mo c rat s. Cli nto n, h  e sa id, 
w ins His pani cs, wom en an d s eni or
c iti zen s.

W hil  e th  e su ppo rte rs o  f th  e two
c an di da tes were loo kin  g fo  r di ffer-
e nt q uali tie  s — wi th 6  4 perc ent of
O bama ba ck ers st ress ing the need
fo r c hange, acco rdin g t  o ex it p olls
in th  e cl osel  y di vid ed s win  g st ate of
M iss our i, an d 9  3 perc en  t o  f Cl in-
t on ba ck ers ci tin  g ex per ien ce —
m ost see me  d lik el  y to sup port the
e ven tual De mo c rat ic n omin ee.

A fte  r al l, Cli nt on an d O bama
ag ree o  n alm os  t al  l th  e par t y ’s
le adin g i ssue s, su gg estin g t hat
De mo c rat  s ha ve c hos en a messa g e
b efo re s elec tin g a mess enge r.

I  n the hors e r ace t  o co me,
O bama i  s lik el  y to be n efi  t the most
f rom a l  ack of compe ti tio  n o  n the
R epu bli can side. He has been a
mo re a tt r act ive cand ida te t  o inde -
p ende nt v ote rs, who i  n man y s tate s
c an ch oose betw een vot ing i  n the
De mo c rat ic o  r Re publ ican rac e. 

Wi th no con test on th  e GOP
s ide, ma ny mo re i ndepe nde nts will
ch oos  e to take Dem oc r ati  c bal l o ts,
p roba bly giv ing a b  oost to Oba ma. 

S til l, Cli nt on h as a dvan tage s of
h er ow n, in cl udin g a mor  e sea-
s one  d cam pai gn team and the
s tam ina hon ed d urin g h er h us-
ban d ’s two nat ion al c amp aig ns.

I  n th  e end, so me an al ys ts be-
l iev e, n eith er Cli nt on n or O bama
m ay b  e ab le t  o wi  n a ma jori ty o  f the
de lega tes throu gh t he p rim ary vot-
i ng, wh ich wou ld t hro  w the dec i-
s ion t  o th  e ab out 2  0 perc ent of
de lega tes dub bed ‘ ‘su per deleg ate s’’
— elec ted off icial s an d s tate par ty
r e pr esent ativ es w ho ar e u nal ig ned.

Mo re su perd eleg ates hav  e en-
d orsed Cl int on t han Oba ma, b ut
ma ny ar e ex pe c ted to recons i d er if
t he p rim ari es ar e n ot conc lu si ve.

If so, the cont est w oul  d go on
u ntil th  e par t y ’s con ve nti on t his
J uly in De nve r, s tirri ng u  p ev en
mo re a tte nti on fo r t he De mo c rats
— for goo  d or bad.
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It’s your LIFE. 
We just make it tastier. 

HARDWOOD FLOORING 99¢sq.ft.

2090 CENTRAL AVE., SCHENECTADY • 518-393-8430
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The science of medicine.
The compassion to heal.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE MCKENZIE METHOD, CALL 525-2-CARE.

EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION FROM ST. PETER�S REHABILITATION SERVICES

The McKenzie Method™

Treating Neck & Back Pain

Physical therapists

certified in the

McKenzie Method treat

a wide variety of neck

and back disorders.

WHAT IS THE MCKENZIE METHOD?

The McKenzie Method is a specialized method of therapy used to treat neck and
back pain.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

The principles of the McKenzie Method involve the understanding that the spine has
normal curves. When the curves become flat or accentuated – due to disease, injury or
poor postural habits – patients experience pain and loss of movement. Using the
McKenzie method which involves postural re-education, manual techniques and repeated
motions, the normal curves are restored.

SOME BENEFITS OF THE MCKENZIE METHOD:
• Patients are empowered to help care for themselves.
• Patients learn what causes their pain and strategies to manage their own care.
• Patients learn about the warning signs and how to prevent recurrence.
• Patients receive individual attention with a program tailored to their needs.

TIMOTHY A. CLARY/GETTY IMAGES

SEN. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON greets supporters at a rally in
Manhattan after polls closed Tuesday. With a solid win in New York
state, Clinton grabbed a large share of the delegates.
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REPUBLICAN presidential hopeful Sen. John McCain appears Tuesday with Rudy Giuliani in Manhattan.
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50. Democrats in dogfight; McCain leads GOP race
New York state sides with party favorites
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By IRENE JAY LIU
Capitol bureau

    NEW YORK - Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton was poised Tuesday night to take the
lion's share of Democratic delegates in her home state, while Sen. John McCain
handily captured the 101 Republican delegates in the GOP's winner-take-all contest.

     New York Democrats favored the former first lady-turned-senator about 57 percent
to 40 percent over Sen. Barack Obama of Illinois, with 99 percent of precincts
reporting. Clinton claimed 138 delegates and Obama got 94, according to the
Democratic Party. Democrats appeared far more energized than Republicans by the
primary, with nearly one-third of enrolled Democrats turning out. Republican turnout
reached only 20 percent.McCain's success in New York was due in large part to
former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani's exit from the race and quick endorsement
of his former rival from Arizona.

     "Giuliani dropped the marble bag, and McCain picked up all the marbles," said
Norman Adler, a political consultant for both parties.

     The New York Republican establishment turned on a hairpin to overwhelmingly
support McCain when Giuliani dropped out six days before Super Tuesday.
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     Despite the quick turnaround, "the transition to supporting him has been very, very
smooth," said state GOP spokesman Matthew Walter.

     For the Democrats, the New York primary was all about Clinton, a referendum on
her electability and her strength among her core constituencies - blacks, Latinos and
women.

     "The barometer will be how Clinton does. It won't be good enough to win. She has
to win big," said Republican pollster John McLaughlin in an interview before the
primary.

     In New York, exit polls by The Associated Press and television networks indicated
that Clinton had strong support from Jewish and Hispanic voters, while black voters
favored Obama over Clinton by a 3-2 ratio. Women backed Clinton by a 3-2 ratio; men
were almost evenly split between them.

     Regardless of Clinton's margin of victory in New York, it is likely that "this election is
not going to be over for the Democrats," Adler said.

     Political observers from both sides of the aisle suggest that the Democrats'
unpledged party leaders and elected officials, the so-called "superdelegates," will play
a decisive role in choosing who will ultimately become the Democratic nominee.

     "The superdelegates are the professionals of the party," Adler said. "For them,
winning is everything. So they will make their decision based on the electability of the
candidate."

     But a scenario in which there is a clear Republican front-runner, and a muddled
Democratic field could work to either party's ad vantage.

     Both Republican and Democratic strategists agree negative campaigning will hurt
the Democratic field.

     "The two of them could do the work of the Republicans," Adler said. "McCain may
not have to say anything bad about the two Democrats because they'll be running
around the country attacking each other."

     "If they're running a negative campaign, that's great," said Republican pollster John
McLaughlin. "But if they don't fight, then they get press and it could hurt the
Republicans."

     The national ticket also may affect state Senate and Assembly elections in the
November. The Republicans currently hold a one-seat majority in the Senate, with a
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special election on Feb. 26 for the seat vacated by Sen. James Wright, R-Watertown.

     Walter was confident that with McCain at the top of the ticket, the Republicans will
retain their majority in the Senate.

     "We are very optimistic that John McCain will be a tremendous benefit to us in New
York state," Walter said. "He has a very broad appeal to independents and New York
Republicans."

     New York Democratic Chairwoman June O'Neill disagreed, suggesting Democratic
Senate candidates may well ride the coattails of a popular Democratic ticket.

     "We are very serious and very focused on those races. They have had the majority
for a very long time, they've had the bully pulpit," O'Neill said. "Just like Bush, voters
are tired of the Senate majority holding up the work until they get their way. And we
are actively recruiting."

    

    

     Irene Jay Liu can be reached at 454-5081 or by e-mail at iliu@timesunion.com.
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