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In the land
of the Giants

Complete coverage of
post-Super Bowl
celebrations./B1
Commemorative Giants
section./Coming
Sunday

POLITICIAN CHARGED

Legislator accused
of stalking woman

Brian Scavo of Albany County
Legislature denies claim that
he repeatedly harassed
25-year-old, saying complaint is
politically motivated./D1

ECONOMY

Service decline fuels
recession fears

Stocks tumble after sector
shows first drop in five years
despite efforts by Federal
Reserve to reverse economic
slowdown./C1

TAX TIME

Add some fun
to doing the forms

Instead of letting your finances
frustrate you, use your IRS
filing as an excuse for a
game-filled evening or even a
1040 party./E1

Pain used
as terror
weapon

Colonie police report
says 2 suspects tortured
man in bid to silence him

By JORDAN CARLEO-EVANGELIST
Staff writer

COLONIE — A man facing
drug charges allegedly teamed
with second person to torture a
state witness — searing his face
with a glowing hot fork — in an
attempt to scare him into recanting
his testimony.

The two men — identified as
Shawn K. Roberts, 28, and Ian A.
Greene, 22, both of Watervliet —
are charged with witness tamper-
ing, assault and robbery in the Jan.
24 incident that local officials say
represents a brutal example of
witness intimidation.

It also highlights a dilemma for
authorities determined to eradi-
cate the anti-snitching culture by
exposing it as hollow and destruc-
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Democrats in dogfight:
McCain leads GOP race

ASSOCIATED PRESS, GETTY IMAGES

NOTHING was settled Tuesday, with Sen. John McCain, Gov. Mitt Romney, Gov. Mike Huckabee, Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton and Sen. Barack Obama still in the fight.

New York state sides

with party

By IRENE JAY LIU
Capitol bureau

NEW YORK — Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton was poised Tues-
day night to take the lion’s share of
Democratic delegates in her home
state, while Sen. John McCain
handily captured the 101 Republi-
can delegates in the GOP’s win-
ner-take-all contest.

New York Democrats favored
the former first lady-turned-sena-
tor about 57 percent to 40 percent
over Sen. Barack Obama of Illi-
nois, with 99 percent of precincts
reporting. Clinton claimed 138
delegates and Obama got 94, ac-

favorites

Democrats appeared far more
energized than Republicans by the
primary, with nearly one-third of
enrolled Democrats turning out.
Republican turnout reached only
20 percent.

McCain’s success in New York
was due in large part to former
New York City Mayor Rudy Giul-
iani’s exit from the race and quick
endorsement of his former rival
from Arizona.

“Giuliani dropped the marble
bag, and McCain picked up all the
marbles,” said Norman Adler, a
political consultant for both par-
ties.

Delegate count

m National, to date:

REPUBLICANS
John McCain 497
Mitt Romney 200
Michael Huckabee 141
Needed to win: 1,191
DEMOCRATS
Hillary Rodham Clinton 615
Barack Obama 515
Needed to win: 2,025
m New York:
REPUBLICANS
John McCain 101
DEMOCRATS
Hillary Rodham Clinton 138
Barack Obama 94

At presstime, some based on
projections.

Contests still open
after Super Tuesday

By DAVID ESPO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Sen.
John McCain seized command of
the race for the Republican presi-
dential nomination Tuesday
night, winning delegate-rich pri-
maries in all regions of the coun-
try. Democratic rivals Hillary
Rodham Clinton and Barack Ob-
ama traded victories in an epic
coast-to-coast struggle with no
end in sight.

Clinton won the biggest state,
California, for the Democrats,
capitalizing on support from

McCain won the Republican
race in California, hoping to
inflict a crushing blow on his
closest pursuer, former Massa-
chusetts Gov. Mitt Romney.

“We've won some of the big-
gest states in the country,” Mec-
Cain told cheering supporters at
arally in Phoenix after pocketing
victories in all regions. An under-
dog for months, he proclaimed
himself the front-runner at last,
and added. “I don’t really mind it
one bit.”

With 497 delegates, the Arizo-
na senator was more than 40
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REPUBLICAN presidential hopeful Sen. John McCain appears Tuesday with Rudy Giuliani in Manhattan.

Once a foe, Giuliani now a friend

After Florida flop, former
candidate returns to NYC
on stump for McCain

By MARK HARRINGTON
Newsday

NEW YORK — Rudy Giuliani
on Tuesday completed a transition
from front-runner to footnote in
the 2008 GOP race, stumping in
Manbhattan for Sen. John McCain
after a spectacular campaign melt-
down fanned by pockets of home-
town dissent.

Giuliani appeared at a dawn
rally for McCain in Rockefeller
Center, a week after a decisive
primary defeat in Florida led the
former New York City mayor to
call it quits.

Introducing McCain in New
York brought a humbled Giuliani
full circle — from the place that
launched his iron-fisted political
career as mayor and back to a state
where his standing in the polls had
plummeted in recent weeks, plac-
ing him tied at best with McCain.

According to the recently shred-
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ded Giuliani campaign playbook,
momentum from a Florida win was
to have ignited a Super Tuesday
sweep — topped by an expected
victory in New York. But after a
string of early primary defeats
topped by Florida, some observers
have begun to question whether his
front-runner status in late 2007
polls ever amounted to anything
more than name recognition.
Giuliani campaign staffers did not
respond to requests for comment,
and Sunny Mindel, a spokeswoman
for his consulting firm, Giuliani
Partners, declined to comment.

“The tide was bound to change
for Rudy Giuliani because he had
an artificial lead to begin with,”
said Peter Woolley, executive di-
rector of Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-
versity’s PublicMind Poll. When
other Republican candidates in-
creased in visibility, he said, Giuli-
ani’s negatives — the Bernie Kerik
indictment, strained family rela-
tions — didn’t stand comparison.
“He had high name recognition,
but it cut both ways,” Woolley said.
“He had a lot of baggage.”

Worse, the hometown support
that normally lifts a candidate
campaigning away from home mu-
tated into a resounding Bronx
cheer from important constituen-
cies. In Florida, former New York
City fire chief Jim Riches hounded
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Giuliani from Jacksonville to Mi-
ami, blasting his performance on
Sept. 11 on the nightly news.

"The night of a GOP debate in
Boca Raton, a New York Times
editorial eviscerated Giuliani as
“narrow” and “vindictive,” while
two dozen former New York prose-
cutors questioned his claims to
having “turned around” their of-
fice when he was U.S. attorney.

“His political and personal is-
sues were not going to wear well,”
said Steve Cohen, a professor of
public administration at Columbia
University, who nevertheless ar-
gued thatitwasn’t just the baggage.

“Giuliani likes being in charge,
but I don’t think he likes being the
supplicant asking for support,” he
said.

Where does Giuliani go now?
Certainly the consulting business
bearing his name suffered from no
lack of publicity from the presiden-
tial run, his cut-and-run early
primary strategy notwithstanding.

Cohen of Columbia said even
though the electability of Giuliani
is in question nationally, his name
recognition in New York still car-
ries weight.

“It’s not hard to imagine him
being talked about as governor of
New York, running against (Gov.
Eliot) Spitzer,” Cohen said.

Prolonged Democratic fight
gives party more momentum

Efforts to woo voters
seen as way to mobilize
action against likely GOP
candidate McCain

By PETER S. CANELLOS
Boston Globe

Get ready for weeks — if not
months — of a tightly fought
Democratic presidential race,
while Republican John McCain is
likely to be sitting on the sidelines,
secure in victory, trying hard to
raise mon-
ey and pull
together a
fractious Republican coalition.

So far, the Democrats have
dramatically outdrawn the Repub-
licans at the polls and generated
greater enthusiasm among their
core constituencies, especially
among women, minorities and
younger voters. A fierce, protract-
ed contest between Hillary Rod-
ham Clinton and Barack Obama
could sour the good feelings — or
energize the party even more,
depending on how the candidates
conduct themselves.

"The pressure to stay nice and
positive will be great, but the
pressure to go negative will be even
greater,” said Linda Fowler, a polit-
ical science professor at Dart-
mouth College, noting that nega-
tive campaigning can be effective
in a two-person race.” With the
Republican nomination settled, re-
porters will focus on all the Demo-
crats’ tit-for-tats and negative at-
tacks, and that could turn off
voters.”

But Fowler noted there still
could be a hidden benefit for the
Democrats: “The reciprocal effect
is all the energy put into the
get-out-the-vote efforts — the
phone banks and volunteers —and
that’s got to be helpful. For Mc-

Cain, there are very few places
where he has people to knock on
doors for him and to give up their
Saturdays for him.”

Super Tuesday returns gave Mc-
Cain an enormous lead in GOP
delegates and victories over his
main rival, Mitt Romney, in many
of the largest states, but he did not
necessarily win the hearts of con-
servatives. Exit polls suggested he
still has a lot of work to do in
winning over core Republican vot-
ers who are disaffected by his past
votes on taxes, immigration and
campaign finance reform.

Thus, McCain will wake up
Wednesday morning a winner —
but one with little money in the
bank and a lot of skeptics among
his would-be allies.

Right-wing pundits Rush Lim-
baugh and Ann Coulter are already
grumbling about Clinton being
the most conservative candidate
left in the race. Their followers are
unlikely to agree, and McCain will
almost certainly end up carrying
conservative voters in the general
election. But they could force him
to harden his positions on certain
core Republican issues, perhaps
jeopardizing his long-standing ap-
peal to moderates and indepen-
dents.

Meanwhile, various Democratic
constituencies will be squaring off
against one another at the ballot
box, divided equally between Clin-
ton and Obama.

“Given the nature of the coali-
tions each one has built, it seems
they each have half the Democratic
Party,” said William Carrick, an
unaligned Democratic consultant
based in California.

Obama, he said, wins among
African-Americans, younger vot-
ers, independents and college-edu-
cated Democrats. Clinton, he said,
wins Hispanics, women and senior
citizens.

While the supporters of the two
candidates were looking for differ-
ent qualities — with 64 percent of
Obama backers stressing the need
for change, according to exit polls
in the closely divided swing state of
Missouri, and 93 percent of Clin-
ton backers citing experience —
most seemed likely to support the
eventual Democratic nominee.

After all, Clinton and Obama
agree on almost all the party’s
leading issues, suggesting that
Democrats have chosen a message
before selecting a messenger.

In the horse race to come,
Obama is likely to benefit the most
from a lack of competition on the
Republican side. He has been a
more attractive candidate to inde-
pendent voters, who in many states
can choose between voting in the
Democratic or Republican race.

With no contest on the GOP
side, many more independents will
choose to take Democratic ballots,
probably giving a boost to Obama.

Still, Clinton has advantages of
her own, including a more sea-
soned campaign team and the
stamina honed during her hus-
band’s two national campaigns.

In the end, some analysts be-
lieve, neither Clinton nor Obama
may be able to win a majority of the
delegates through the primary vot-
ing, which would throw the deci-
sion to the about 20 percent of
delegates dubbed “superdelegates”
— elected officials and state party
representatives who are unaligned.

More superdelegates have en-
dorsed Clinton than Obama, but
many are expected to reconsider if
the primaries are not conclusive.

If so, the contest would go on
until the party’s convention this
July in Denver, stirring up even
more attention for the Democrats
— for good or bad.

STATE: Politicians express hope

v CONTINUED FROM A1

The New York Republican es-
tablishment turned on a hairpin
to overwhelmingly support Mc-
Cain when Giuliani dropped out
six days before Super Tuesday.

Despite the quick turnaround,
“the transition to supporting him
has been very, very smooth,” said
state GOP spokesman Matthew
Walter.

For the Democrats, the New
York primary was all about Clin-
ton, a referendum on her elect-
ability and her strength among
her core constituencies — blacks,
Latinos and women.

“The barometer will be how
Clinton does. It won’t be good
enough to win. She has to win
big,” said Republican pollster
John McLaughlin in an interview
before the primary.

In New York, exit polls by The
Associated Press and television
networks indicated that Clinton
had strong support from Jewish
and Hispanic voters, while black
voters favored Obama over Clin-
ton by a 3-2 ratio. Women
backed Clinton by a 3-2 ratio;
men were almost evenly split
between them.

Regardless of Clinton’s mar-
gin of victory in New York, it is
likely that “this election is not
going to be over for the Demo-
crats,” Adler said.

Political observers from both
sides of the aisle suggest that the
Democrats’ unpledged party
leaders and elected officials, the
so-called “superdelegates,” will
play a decisive role in choosing
who will ultimately become the
Democratic nominee.

“The superdelegates are the
professionals of the party,” Adler
said. “For them, winning is ev-
erything. So they will make their
decision based on the electability
of the candidate.”

But a scenario in which there is
a clear Republican front-runner,
and a muddled Democratic field
could work to either party’s ad-

TIMOTHY A. CLARY/GETTY IMAGES

SEN. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON greets supporters at a rally in
Manhattan after polls closed Tuesday. With a solid win in New York
state, Clinton grabbed a large share of the delegates.

vantage.

Both Republican and Demo-
cratic strategists agree negative
campaigning will hurt the Dem-
ocratic field.

“The two of them could do the
work of the Republicans,” Adler
said. “McCain may not have to
say anything bad about the two
Democrats because they’ll be
running around the country at-
tacking each other.”

“If they’re running a negative
campaign, that’s great,” said Re-
publican pollster John McLaugh-
lin. “But if they don’t fight, then
they get press and it could hurt
the Republicans.”

The national ticket also may
affect state Senate and Assembly
elections in the November. The
Republicans currently hold a
one-seat majority in the Senate,
with a special election on Feb. 26
for the seat vacated by Sen. James
Wright, R-Watertown.

Walter was confident that with
McCain at the top of the ticket,
the Republicans will retain their

majority in the Senate.

“We are very optimistic that
John McCain will be a tremen-
dous benefit to us in New York
state,” Walter said. “He has a
very broad appeal to indepen-
dents and New York Republi-
cans.”

New York Democratic Chair-
woman June O’Neill disagreed,
suggesting Democratic Senate
candidates may well ride the
coattails of a popular Democratic
ticket.

“We are very serious and very
focused on those races. They
have had the majority for a very
long time, they’ve had the bully
pulpit,” O’Neill said. “Just like
Bush, voters are tired of the
Senate majority holding up the
work until they get their way.
And we are actively recruiting.”

Irene Jay Liu can be reached at
454-5081 or by e-mail at
iliu@timesunion.com.
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50. Democrats in dogfight; McCain leads GOP race
New York state sides with party favorites
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greets supporters at a rally in Manhattan after polls closed Tuesday. With a solid win
in New York state, Clinton grabbed a large share of the delegates.

By IRENE JAY LIU
Capitol bureau

NEW YORK - Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton was poised Tuesday night to take the
lion's share of Democratic delegates in her home state, while Sen. John McCain
handily captured the 101 Republican delegates in the GOP's winner-take-all contest.

New York Democrats favored the former first lady-turned-senator about 57 percent
to 40 percent over Sen. Barack Obama of lllinois, with 99 percent of precincts
reporting. Clinton claimed 138 delegates and Obama got 94, according to the
Democratic Party. Democrats appeared far more energized than Republicans by the
primary, with nearly one-third of enrolled Democrats turning out. Republican turnout
reached only 20 percent.McCain's success in New York was due in large part to
former New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani's exit from the race and quick endorsement
of his former rival from Arizona.

"Giuliani dropped the marble bag, and McCain picked up all the marbles," said
Norman Adler, a political consultant for both parties.

The New York Republican establishment turned on a hairpin to overwhelmingly
support McCain when Giuliani dropped out six days before Super Tuesday.
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Despite the quick turnaround, "the transition to supporting him has been very, very
smooth," said state GOP spokesman Matthew Walter.

For the Democrats, the New York primary was all about Clinton, a referendum on
her electability and her strength among her core constituencies - blacks, Latinos and
women.

"The barometer will be how Clinton does. It won't be good enough to win. She has
to win big," said Republican pollster John McLaughlin in an interview before the

primary.

In New York, exit polls by The Associated Press and television networks indicated
that Clinton had strong support from Jewish and Hispanic voters, while black voters
favored Obama over Clinton by a 3-2 ratio. Women backed Clinton by a 3-2 ratio; men
were almost evenly split between them.

Regardless of Clinton's margin of victory in New York, it is likely that "this election is
not going to be over for the Democrats," Adler said.

Political observers from both sides of the aisle suggest that the Democrats'
unpledged party leaders and elected officials, the so-called "superdelegates," will play
a decisive role in choosing who will ultimately become the Democratic nominee.

"The superdelegates are the professionals of the party," Adler said. "For them,
winning is everything. So they will make their decision based on the electability of the
candidate."

But a scenario in which there is a clear Republican front-runner, and a muddled
Democratic field could work to either party's ad vantage.

Both Republican and Democratic strategists agree negative campaigning will hurt
the Democratic field.

"The two of them could do the work of the Republicans," Adler said. "McCain may
not have to say anything bad about the two Democrats because they'll be running
around the country attacking each other."

"If they're running a negative campaign, that's great," said Republican pollster John
McLaughlin. "But if they don't fight, then they get press and it could hurt the
Republicans."”

The national ticket also may affect state Senate and Assembly elections in the
November. The Republicans currently hold a one-seat majority in the Senate, with a
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special election on Feb. 26 for the seat vacated by Sen. James Wright, R-Watertown.

Walter was confident that with McCain at the top of the ticket, the Republicans will
retain their majority in the Senate.

"We are very optimistic that John McCain will be a tremendous benefit to us in New
York state," Walter said. "He has a very broad appeal to independents and New York
Republicans."

New York Democratic Chairwoman June O'Neill disagreed, suggesting Democratic
Senate candidates may well ride the coattails of a popular Democratic ticket.

"We are very serious and very focused on those races. They have had the majority
for a very long time, they've had the bully pulpit," O'Neill said. "Just like Bush, voters
are tired of the Senate majority holding up the work until they get their way. And we
are actively recruiting."

Irene Jay Liu can be reached at 454-5081 or by e-mail at iliu@timesunion.com.
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