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New digs forTroy
city government

The city of Troy signs a three-
year lease to move its City
Hall offices early next year to
the former Verizon Building on
Sixth Avenue./D1

BASEBALL

Red Sox’ Pedroia
winsAL MVP

Boston'’s toy cannon — Dustin
Pedroia — may stand only 5
feet, 9 inches, but he grabbed
a big prize Tuesday in being
named the American League's
Most Valuable Player./B1

Big 3 automakers
ask for big bucks

The heads of Ford, Chrysler
and General Motors ask Con-
gress for $25 billion they say
is needed to avoid bankruptcy
and massive layoffs./C1

FEATURES

The gift card that
may give out

Beware of giving gift cards this
holiday season. With a rocky
economy claiming its share

of retailers,

you could

be giving

someone

a truly

priceless

gift./E1

Ghost
tickets
never saw

City Hall

Retrieving data on no-fine
tickets difficult, Albany
police spokesman says

By BRENDAN J. LYONS
Senior writer

ALBANY — The “ghost” park-
ing tickets issued for years by Alba-
ny’s parking enforcement officers
were not forwarded to City Hall
for processing. Retrieving data
on how many were issued, and to
whom, is proving difficult, police
officials said.

‘The controversy over the long-
standing but secretive practice of
issuing “no-fine” tickets to select
private vehicles has stoked calls
for an investigation by city leaders.
But a police spokesman said ques-
tions raised this week by Common
Council members may be difficult

Please see TICKETS A9 b

The roads less traveled this Thanksgiving

A slow economy and hard to find airline flights has
fewer Americans hitting the road despite cheap gas

By DAVID KOENIG
Associated Press

DALLAS — Travel over the
Thanksgiving holiday will drop
for the first time in six years due to
the economic slowdown and fewer
rline flights, the auto club AAA
forecast on Tuesday.

The travel club says 41 mil-
lion Americans will travel at least
50 miles from home. That’s down

from 41.6 million last year.

AAA President Robert L. Dar-
belnet said the economy makes
Thanksgiving travel a challenge
for some Americans, but they’ll get
help from the recent decline in gas-
oline prices, which have tumbled
from their summertime highs.

A gallon of self-serve regu-
lar gasoline has fallen 88 cents in
the past month, to $2.07 a gallon.
A year ago, it cost $3.10 a gallon.

The average price in the Capital
Region is 2.31.

Car rental prices are 4 percent
higher than a year ago, but mid-
range hotel rooms are 10 percent
cheaper, according to AAA.

AAA, which said it surveyed
8,500 people, forecast that four-
fifths of holiday travelers, or 33.2
million, will go by car. That would
be a 1.2 percent decline from last
Thanksgiving.

The auto club expects 350,000
fewer Americans to travel by air, a

Please see TRAVEL A9

41 million Americans will travel at
least 50 miles from home, down
from 41.6 million last year
350,000 fewer Americans expected
to travel by air, a 7.2 percent drop,
to about 4.5 million.

Source: AAA
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PHILIP KAMRASS/ TIMES UNION
ASSEMBLY SPEAKER Sheldon Silver, left, spars over budget issues
Tuesday with Assembly Minority Leader James Tedisco,

STEVE JACOBS /TIMES UNION
GAIL GADSDEN, center, joins PEF Union members and others Tuesday for a rally outside the Capital called to oppose proposed
state budget cuts by Gov. David Paterson. The Legislature failed to meet after top leaders failed to agree on a plan.

Partisanship stalls budget action

Governor fails to reach agreement with
top legislative leaders on $2B in cuts

By IRENE JAY LIU
Capitol bureau

ALBANY — Gov. David Paterson may have
sounded the alarm on the state’s fiscal crisis, but it was
drowned out Tuesday by partisan bickering and politi-
cal rhetoric from state leaders, who did nothing to ad-
dress the state’s looming $1.5 billion budget deficit in
what was supposed to be a special session.

"The governor and legislative leaders failed to reach
an agreement on the $2 billion spending cuts that Pa-
terson requested for this year in anticipation of the

scheduled session, and said he does not expect the
Capitol to address the issue until January, when Demo-
crats will take control of Senate for the first time in 40
years.

Tnstead of the planned legislative session, the gover-
nor and leaders of the Senate and Assembly participat-
ed in a public meeting in front of the assembled media
— an hourlong piece of political theater during which
all participants voiced grievances, pointed fingers and
argued over the reasons why they were not able to act,
all the while acknowledging the severity of the prob-
lem that brought them there in the first place.

Paterson called the meeting late Monday evening,
after Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos said he

Please sec BUDGET A10 >

"Tonko

gets
crash
course

Newly elected lawmakers
find out how to navigate
Capitol’s corridors

By JENNIFER A. DLOUHY
Times Union Washington bureau

WASHINGTON — Seven
weeks ahead of his swearing-in
ceremony, Representative-elect
Paul Tonko joined more than 50
other new lawmakers on Capitol
Hill this week for a crash course on
Congress.

The Amsterdam Democrat and
his fellow rookies are getting their
first official taste of their new jobs
in the House of Representatives
during a weeklong “freshman
orientation” that began Monday
morning with a class picture on the
Capitol steps. It ends Friday when
they learn their office assignments.

"Though voters may have elect-
ed the new lawmakers to tackle
weighty issues such as immigra-
tion, health care and energy policy,
much of this week is devoted to the
mundane details of running a con-
gressional office. During lectures
and meetings, the new members
are schooled in
abiding by eth-
ics rules, given
tips on whether
to lease or buy
office equip-
ment, advised
on how to as-
semble an office
staff and rold
the best strate-
gies for dealing with an avalanche
of e-mails from constituents.

Even Tonko, who spent 24 years
in the State Assembly, finds Con-
gress 101 helpful.

“It’s familiarizing you with the
process, the space, the people and
the guidelines,” said Tonko, who
was elected in New York’s 21st
congressional district to succeed
retiring Rep. Mike McNulty, D-
Green Island. Staff and leaders are
“steering you through the process”
and helping “figure out the frame-
work of your Washington and 21st

TONKO

= district operations,” Tonko said.
Inside “Their efforts here are to make
A3 > Governor sure that what you set up is most
gains clout efficient.”
when next Unlike the New York Assembly,
budget comes. members of the House of Repre-
A3 > SUNY sentatives ar.c u:\_ch'.\rge.n.f every
detail of their office operations —
students to pay N
more tuition from how many offices to set up
in their districts to what aides will
under move. I s
staff their space in Washington.
D1 > Fred They work within a congressional
Lebrun budget that is largely tied to their

comments on

Tuesday's talks.

district’s proximity to Washington.
Receptions and dinners — in-
Please see TONKO A1 >
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'V CONTINUED FROM A1
would put the governor’s draft
budget bill to a vote in the Senate,
but would not vote in favor of it.
Skelos had earlier refused to ne-
gotiate with the governor and As-
sembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, a
position Paterson called politically
motivated.

“The reason I called this meet-

Paterson said Tuesday.
Silver echoed the governor:
“We didn’t come here to play
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those who fail to recognize the se-
verity and the depth of the crisis
that we face.,” Silver said. “Crisis
is not, as the Senate majority sug-

ggc

Skelos responded by saying
he understands the need to cut
spending, but said that those de-
cisions, particularly cuts to health
care and school aid, “cannot be
made in a vacuum.”

Outside of the Capitol, over a
1,000 demonstrators rallied for

their causes, including advocates

Capital Region Urological Surgeons, PLLC

Drs. Seth A. Capello, Theodore T. Chang, Martin S. Engelstein, Daniel J. Finn,

Ramsay L. Kuo, Charles D. Martin, Brian P. Murray, G. Michael Ortiz,

Michael Perrotti, Stuart A. Rosenberg, Charle:

Linda Abriel, AN.P.,

hwartz, Brian

are pleased to announce the association of

David M. Kimble, M.D.

And the introduction of a new division

Capital Region Institute for Pelvic Medicine

Dr. Kimble, a physician well known in our community, comes to us from Albany Obstetrics and
Gynecology of Albany, NY. Dr Kimble will focus on urogynecology and routine gynecological care.
With Drs. Brian Murray and Brian Yamada, urologists specializing in women’s urological issues, the
Institute will provide a comprehensive approach to women'’s healthcare including treatment of urinary
incontinence, pelvic prolapse, pelvic pain syndromes, and numerous other women’s healthcare issues.
Dr. Kimble is accepting new patients at our 4 Executive Park Albany, NY location.

For an appointment, please call:

Albany: (518) 489-7494

. Yamada, David H. Zomow,
Catherine L. Marsh A.N.P., and Sandra M. Thompson, EN.P

for AARP, organized labor, health
care and libraries.

Skelos defended his decision
to bring the governor’s bill to the
floor by throwing the governor’s
own words in his face: “You stated,
‘Twanted the Senate and Assembly
to vote on my bill, whatever way
the bills go.’... The Senate is ready
to honor your request.”

Skelos would repeat that re-
frain a few more times, to which
Paterson, in exasperation, said, “T
didn’t mean the exact bill that was
printed. That has never happened
in this institution. ... I put the bills
out, and I allowed all of your to
make corrections, to make adjust-
ments.”

Tn August, Paterson and legis-
lative leaders did just that — Pa-
terson introduced a suggested

“menu” of budget cuts that the
legislature could choose from, and
then sat down with Skelos and Sil-

ver to negotiate $427 million in
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BUDGET: No agreement in crisis

STEVE JACOBS / TIVES UNIOI

PEF UNION members and the public rally outside the Capitol Tuesday
in snowy weather to demonstrate against possible state budget cuts.

reductions. Once there was agree-
ment between the three leaders,
the legislature passed the finalized
budget bills

"This time, Paterson told Skelos
on Tuesday, “You've brought us
nothing,” and raised a blank sheet
of white paper. “You don’t have
anything to show. You have noth-
ing,” he said, slamming the sheet
of paper on the table. “And you're
going to come in here and Mr.
Leader, with all due respect, 'm
still waiting for what your solution
to this problem is.”

Assembly Minority Leader
James Tedisco lamented the lack
of his conference’s inclusion in a
previous leaders’ meeting Sunday
and accused the governor of not
returning his phone calls, and fo-
cused his blame on Silver.

Senate Democratic Leader
Malcolm Smith, who is expected
to become the Senate Majority
Leader in January, called 9Lclo>
plan to bring the bill to a vote a
“charade” and a “farce,” and said
that when the Democrats took
over the Senate, “games like this
are no longer going to be accept-

ed”

Skelos charged that the reason
why Paterson refused to send his
bills to the legislature for a vote is
because he would not be able to
get support for the bill from either
Silver’s or Smith’s conferences.
Democrats didn’t deny the charge,
but said their goal was to find an
agreed-upon package of cuts be-
fore a vote would be taken, they
way it was done in August.

But a lot has changed since the
August session. The Senate waged
a brutal fight for the majority, in
which the Democrats prevailed
and Republicans lost their last bas-
tion of power in state government.

‘The deterioration of Paterson
and Skelos’ relationship was one
of the greatest casualties of the
fight. Paterson raised millions and
campaigned heavily for the Sen-
ate Democrats in the final weeks
before the election. Skelos accused
Paterson of breaking a promise to
stay out of the fight; Paterson said
he was helping Democrats because
he grew tired of Skelos’ attacks.

With the pressure of the elec-
tion poltiics lifted and Senate Re-
publicans in lame-duck status until
the new session, Paterson had little
leverage to force them to act.

At the end of the meeting, Pa-
terson took an optimistic tone,
“Oddly enough, besides a little
anxiety and frustration ... maybe
we have made some progress
here.”

Paterson said he planned to in-
troduce his 2009-2010 budget to
the Legislature on Dec. 16 and
hoped the legislature would pass
next year’s budget by early March,
a month ahead of schedule.

The governor said he would
not call a spsciz\] session to address
this year’s cuts until a three-way
agreement had been reached, and
it now appears that cuts for both
this and next year’s budgets —
estimated to around $15 billion
— will be negotiated by a Demo-
cratic governor and Democrats in
the Assembly and the Senate. It
will be a serious test for the party,
given what happened Tuesday.

“The Democratic leaders are al-
ready planning for the work ahead
— Paterson, Silver and Smith are
in Washington, D.C., today to
advocate for a federal economic
stimulus package for New York.

» Staff writer Irene Jay Liu can be
reached at (518) 454-5081 or iliu@
timesunion.com
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PARTISANSHIP STALLS BUDGET ACTION

Governor fails to reach agreement with top legislative leaders on $2B in cuts

IRENE JAY LIU CAPITOL BUREAU

Publication Date: November 19, 2008 Page: A1 Section: Main Edition: Final Edition

ALBANY -- Gov. David Paterson may have sounded the alarm on the state's fiscal crisis, but it was
drowned out Tuesday by partisan bickering and political rhetoric from state leaders, who did nothing
to address the state's looming $1.5 billion budget deficit in what was supposed to be a special session.
The governor and legislative leaders failed to reach an agreement on the $2 billion spending cuts that
Paterson requested for this year in anticipation of the scheduled session, and said he does not expect
the Capitol to address the issue until January, when Democrats will take control of Senate for the first
time in 40 years.

Instead of the planned legislative session, the governor and leaders of the Senate and Assembly
participated in a public meeting in front of the assembled media -- an hourlong piece of political
theater during which all participants voiced grievances, pointed fingers and argued over the reasons
why they were not able to act, all the while acknowledging the severity of the problem that brought
them there in the first place.

Paterson called the meeting late Monday evening, after Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos said he
would put the governor's draft budget bill to a vote in the Senate, but would not vote in favor of it.
Skelos had earlier refused to negotiate with the governor and Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, a
position Paterson called politically motivated.

"The reason I called this meeting is not to talk about process, not to talk about meaningless actions,"
Paterson said Tuesday.

Silver echoed the governor: "We didn't come here to play politics or engage in theater with one-house
bills."

Silver has repeated over the past few weeks that he would work with the governor and Skelos to
develop a consensus on the spending cuts, but said he would not vote on a bill unless there was a
three-way agreement. The speaker criticized Skelos' unwillingness to negotiate and suggested that it
was a lack of understanding about the state's fiscal crisis. "There are those who fail to recognize the
severity and the depth of the crisis that we face.," Silver said. "Crisis is not, as the Senate majority
suggested, exaggerated."

Skelos responded by saying he understands the need to cut spending, but said that those decisions,
particularly cuts to health care and school aid, "cannot be made in a vacuum."

Outside of the Capitol, over a 1,000 demonstrators rallied for their causes, including advocates for
AARP, organized labor, health care and libraries.

Skelos defended his decision to bring the governor's bill to the floor by throwing the governor's own
words in his face: "You stated, 'l wanted the Senate and Assembly to vote on my bill, whatever way
the bills go.'... The Senate is ready to honor your request."

Skelos would repeat that refrain a few more times, to which Paterson, in exasperation, said, "I didn't
mean the exact bill that was printed. That has never happened in this institution. ... I put the bills out,
and I allowed all of your to make corrections, to make adjustments."

In August, Paterson and legislative leaders did just that -- Paterson introduced a suggested "menu" of
budget cuts that the legislature could choose from, and then sat down with Skelos and Silver to
negotiate $427 million in reductions. Once there was agreement between the three leaders, the
legislature passed the finalized budget bills.
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This time, Paterson told Skelos on Tuesday, "You've brought us nothing," and raised a blank sheet of
white paper. "You don't have anything to show. You have nothing," he said, slamming the sheet of
paper on the table. "And you're going to come in here and Mr. Leader, with all due respect, I'm still
waiting for what your solution to this problem is."

Assembly Minority Leader James Tedisco lamented the lack of his conference's inclusion in a
previous leaders' meeting Sunday and accused the governor of not returning his phone calls, and
focused his blame on Silver.

Senate Democratic Leader Malcolm Smith, who is expected to become the Senate Majority Leader in
January, called Skelos' plan to bring the bill to a vote a "charade" and a "farce," and said that when the
Democrats took over the Senate, "games like this are no longer going to be accepted."

Skelos charged that the reason why Paterson refused to send his bills to the legislature for a vote is
because he would not be able to get support for the bill from either Silver's or Smith's conferences.
Democrats didn't deny the charge, but said their goal was to find an agreed-upon package of cuts
before a vote would be taken, they way it was done in August.

But a lot has changed since the August session. The Senate waged a brutal fight for the majority, in
which the Democrats prevailed and Republicans lost their last bastion of power in state government.
The deterioration of Paterson and Skelos' relationship was one of the greatest casualties of the fight.
Paterson raised millions and campaigned heavily for the Senate Democrats in the final weeks before
the election. Skelos accused Paterson of breaking a promise to stay out of the fight; Paterson said he
was helping Democrats because he grew tired of Skelos' attacks.

With the pressure of the election poltiics lifted and Senate Republicans in lame-duck status until the
new session, Paterson had little leverage to force them to act.

At the end of the meeting, Paterson took an optimistic tone, "Oddly enough, besides a little anxiety
and frustration ... maybe we have made some progress here."

Paterson said he planned to introduce his 2009-2010 budget to the Legislature on Dec. 16 and hoped
the legislature would pass next year's budget by early March, a month ahead of schedule.

The governor said he would not call a special session to address this year's cuts until a three-way
agreement had been reached, and it now appears that cuts for both this and next year's budgets --
estimated to around $15 billion -- will be negotiated by a Democratic governor and Democrats in the
Assembly and the Senate. It will be a serious test for the party, given what happened Tuesday.”

The Democratic leaders are already planning for the work ahead -- Paterson, Silver and Smith are in
Washington, D.C., today to advocate for a federal economic stimulus package for New York.

Staff writer Irene Jay Liu can be reached at (518) 454-5081 or iliu@timesunion.com
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an hour-long session that included accusations, finger-pointing and, every now and then, an
acknowledgement that the state is in a perilous fiscal situation. For full coverage, visit Capitol
Confidential

Caption: STEVE JACOBS /TIMES UNION

Gail Gadsden, center, joins PEF Union members and others Tuesday for a rally outside the Capital
called to oppose proposed state budget cuts by Gov. David Paterson. The Legislature failed to meet
after top leaders failed to agree on a plan.

PHILIP KAMRASS/TIMES UNION
Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, left, spars over budget issues Tuesday with Assembly Minority
Leader James Tedisco,

STEVE JACOBS / TIMES UNION
PEF Union members and the public rally outside the Capitol Tuesday in snowy weather to
demonstrate against possible state budget cuts.
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