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Dragonair bears brunt

of long waits

on tarmac

Anger over
delays on
mainland

flights

Simon Parry

Hong Kong flights in and out of the
mainland are facing increasing
delays, and passenger anger at being
kept waiting for hours aboard
grounded planes is rising.

Because so many of its flights are
linked to the mainland, Dragonair is
bearing the brunt of the problem —

Amemo circulated to regional
and international pilots by David
Ker, the president of the Hong Kong
Airline Pilots Association, warns the
situation is now untenable and
“becoming a flight safety issue”.
“Unruly passenger incidents in
undetermined delays are of particu-
lar concern,” Kerr said in the memo,
seen by the Sunday Morning Post,

which s caused by ir tr:

which warns the

affic
and air space because
of military flights, VIP slot allocations
and weather alerts.

Flights to and from mainland air-
ports have been delayed for up to
cight hours. About four out of every
10 Dragonair flights are taking off late

Enough is enough.
You can't expect
passengers and
employees to deal
with these huge
dehys every d’ly

A Dragonair captain

ing Dragonair’ efficiency.

Dragonair executives have
acknowledged the seriousness of the
issue in internal memos to pilots
which describe the delays as
“extremely frustrating for passengers
and crew”. But they say resolving the
issue with mainland aviation and
‘military officials is “a case of chip,
chip, chippingat a faitly solid block”.

Flight statistics circulated to pilots
show that around four out of 10
Dragonair flights took off more than
15 minutes late over a two-week peri-
odlastmonth. A report

Twists, turns that led Mendoza to despair

Irene Jay Liu in Manila

h M

about his motion in five days, but
months later there was still no word.

August
doza stopped waiting,

It had been more than two years
since the decorated police captain
was first accused of extortion, rob-
beryand assault.

Ithad also been 18 months since
he was dismissed from the police
force, nine ths since he had filed

said military exercises caused the clo-
sure of some airways, adding to the
already heavy backlog of flights due
to “flow control” and causing severe
disruption.

Pilots say passengerangeris being
stoked by the need for planes to be
fully boarded with doors closed
before clearance for take-off can be
requested. Only then are cockpit
crew informed of hold-ups. Almost
invariably, they e old thereason for
the delayis “undetermined”.

They say priority is being given to
mainland airlines when delays occur,
with Dragonairand other foreign car-
riers at the back of the queue. That

and
airines has chimbed to 48 minutes.
Most are made to wait on the tarmac
with passengers on board before
being given clearance for take-off.
The Hong Kong Civil Aviation
Department confirmed that delays
caused by “flow control” issues are
on the rise. The number of flights
affected between April and June was
more than four times the number in

has led to that take-off
slots are being sold or that favourit-
ism is being exercised in the handing
outof slots.

Narrow air routes to and from
Shanghai and Beijing are the most
prone to shutdowns because of bad
weather or military activity, but the
delays have knock-on effects on
flights serving other airports. Ningbo
(%), Nanjing (@150 and Hangzhou

period last year. It
has raised the matter with mainland
aviation authorities.

Kerr declined to comment
beyond saying: “It is an issue we are

board a grounded flight in Hong
Kong to deal with onc irate passen-
ger. They warn morale is slumping
among cabin crew who bear the
brunt of passengers’ irc.

about and we hope that

some urgent action can be taken to

improve the situation, for the good of
both passengers and the airline.”

Another Dragonair captain said:

« CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

a Motion for Reconsideration, and
five months since he had written
three letters to the Ombudsman
pleading for an answer.

Mendoza should have heard back

He was a desp

On August 23, Mendoza stepped
onto the Hong Thai tour bus and took
matters into his own hands, an ex-
treme final act that would see him die
alongwith eight innocent HongKong
people. As of yesterday, one survivor,
Jason Leung Song-xue was still being
treated for severe head injuries but
another, Joe Chan Kwok-chu, was
discharged from Prince of Wales
Hospital after surgery on hand inju-
ries. A spokesman said he was in sta-
ble condition but still needed to see

doctors regularly. Chan thanked the

government and medical staff, and
 “was moved by the social uni-

tyshowniin this incident”.

vide in the Philippines over whether
Mendoza is villain or victim. To
some, he exemplifies the worst of a
corrupt police force and his hostage-
taking was the final act of wrong-
doing. To others, Mendoza is a victim
of an unfair justice system that only
protects the interests of the elite.
Human rights lawyer Harry
Roque, who has sued the police in a
number of high-profile cases, said

corruption was ram-
pant among police. In
Mindanao province, for
example, recruitment
into the Philippine Na-
tional Police was on a “three-for-
one” basis, he said - three recruits for
one million pesos (HK$176,000). “If
you have to buy your position, your
object is not to discharge your func-
tions, but to recover your invest-
ment,” Roque said.

Mendoza’s fall from decorated
police officer started with an e-mail.

On April 12, 2008, a man named
Bob Kalaw wrote to a few fri

Philip
Bowring

10

former classmates, warning of a
rogue unit of policemen that had ter-
rorised his son Christian three days
earlier. The e-mail told how after
stopping Christian on a traffic viola-
tion, police stole his money, beat him
and forced him to swallow the drug
shabu, or crystal meth. The police
threatened to file drug charges
against Christian if he didn’t pay
200,000 pesos, according to Kalaw.
The e-mail went viral and became
arallying point in the fight against
police corruption. “It became an in-
formal advocacy,” Didi Guanzon-

Fake-Tiffany syndicate
raided in Guangzhou

‘They say that ifitlooks too good to be
true, it probably isn't

So the next time wu go online to
buy that glittering Tiffany bauble for

yourloved one, beware.

Itwas only a matter of time
before the coveted American
jewellery brand fell victim to
the mainland’s relentless
counterfeiters.

However, after months of
help from Hong Kong private
investigators, mainland public
security bureau officers have
seized tens of fake Tiffa-

Tiffany to probe fakes, some sold o
line. The counterfeit Tiffany piec
numberingabout 80,000, were seized
by the Economic Crime Investigation
Department of Guangzhou Public
Security Bureau at several locations,

included a packing factory in a
residential area.

The fakes are estimated to
account for more than half the
counterfeit Tiffany pieces sell-
ingglobally, and are believed to
have been aimed at customers
in Hong Kong, the United
States, Canada and Britain.
Derek Elmer, chief executive of

ny jewellery pieces with a value esti-
‘mated at HK$92 million.

The raids on Monday in Guang-
zhouwere carried out by police in co-
operation with investigators hired by

Hong Kong-based private investiga-

tors 1-OnAsia, described the case as a

huge blow for the criminal syndicate
behind the racket.

“It sends a very clear message to

« CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Hong Kong

Could do better

Children enjoy term-time trips, but not four days

in Shenzhen when many expected an

Bound adventure course in Sai Kung. Followinga
revolt among parents and dismay among pupils,
the ESF's Clearwater Bay School is thinking a

Full report Page 3
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Singing out about animal rights
Shay Xie Zheng (pictured)

National

Inflation at 22-month high on mainland
‘The mainland's consumer price index hits a
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any further fiscal tightening. The August CPI is up
3.5 per cent from a year earlier, compared with
July’s 3.3 per cent, mainly because floods and bad
weather pushed up food prices. Full report Page 6
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Email: bobbys@netvigator.com URL: hitp//www.bobbysfashions.com

BOBBY'S FASHIONS has bean specialising in the custom-made hand-ailoring business for ladies
and gents in Hong Kong for the last 62 years. In addition to the showroom, Bobby's Fashions runs five

overcoats and garments.

Fine Stripe Wool Suit
English Madsum-Waight Suits
Formal Tuxeda

Cashmare Top Coats

& Shirts

Silk Dreases

Swiss Linen Suits
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Leather jackets HK$900
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The Company was foundad by the father and now is managed by his twa sons, Nick & Babby who
continue to maintain high quality standards in tailoring suits, shirts & ladies’ wear. So, come visit today
and let Bobby's Fashions accantuate your figure and bring out the best in you!
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HK$1,700
1 blouse

Autumn Sale

126 tailors warking full-fime consisting of mens' suits, shirs,
leather jackets, slack for mens' and ladies!, ladies suits, skirts, blouses and dresses, as well as
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PACKAGE FOR MEN

1 wool suit (2 pos.)
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1 matching pair of =1
tom-made shirts

HKS 2,340
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and right). They are estimated to be worth HK$92

(above) selling (ollmerfelt -Tiffany products, which looks similar to the
some of the tens of thousands of fakes seized (left

ALL FOR FREE SHIFRINGH
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jon. Photos: SMP Pictures

Fake-Tlffany syndicate raided in Guangzhou

= CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the Pearl River Delta that brand
owners will not tolerate trademark
infringement,” Elmer said.

The private investigation firm
used surveillance 24 hours aday, sev-
en days a week, and staff posed as
customers to collect intelli

than a third of Tiffany’s retail price of
about HKS3,600 in Hong Kong.

The fakes are showcased in a sys-
tematic way on the Web, listed in dif-
ferent categories, including accesso-
ries, necklaces, bracelets, earrings
and rings. Buyers can choose to pay
online via PayPal or credit card.

S mer said,

Many websites selling counterfeit
Tiffany pieces can be easily found on
the internet. Some of the sites claim
that the products they sell are from
theoriginal manufacturer for Tiffany.
‘The websites look strikingly like Tiffa-

ome El
even posted counterfeit products on

auction websites, claiming to be of-
fering the real thing.

As well as buying counterfeit
pieces, I-OnAsia sent investigators to
the mainland and other countries for
surveillance which included follow-
ing the couriers to trace the delivery
routes and locate production lines.

‘The syndicate separated storage
and packing into different locations,

Rare vivid blue dlamond set to sell for US$15m

ny’swebsite, Tif- Ifyou've got triangular-shaped fancy vivid blue

fany pictures. around, thi could n.Itis
Some sell what they claim to be be yours. paired with a 9.87-carat white dlamond

the real thing, as well as pieces that The cuti

look like the real thing. triangular blue dlamond on aguld band ‘The ring will be officially unveiled at
The counterfeiters were selling of baguette-cut Christi y on Tuesday,

them globally at anything from 50 to | sell forat least Kongand

80 per cent off Tiffany's retail price.

For example, a counterfeit cuff
bracelet from Tiffany’s 1837 collec-
tion sells for £77.50 (HK$930), less

offered at auction at Christie’s in Mew
York next month.
At1095 carats, itis the largest

London before returningto New York.

Associated Press

hidden ina residential area known as
& hangout for crminals, The private

‘The syndicate even produced ac-
cessories for the products: a cutting

rented a
opposite the suspec[ed counterfeit
factory for surveillance.

During Monday'’s raids counter-
feit-Tiffany silver pieces were found
in storage, including about 35,000
packages in Tiffany blue, and several
computers.

in the factory was for
making silver-polish cloth similar to
Tiffany’s, to make the fakes even

Victim or

villain?

Manila

hostage-taker’s
case for justice

Lucindo, the de facto spokeswoman
for the Kalaws, said. Thee-mail found
its way to Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim
and high-level PNP officials and a
month later, they contacted Lucindo,
seeking her help to find the Kalaws.
The Investigaton had barely b ber

forcing the PNP Internal Affairs Ser-
vice and prosecutors to drop the
criminal and administrative charges
against Mendoza in the latter half of
2008.

But the Ombudsman’s case was
still pending, and on February 16,
2009, Ombudsman Merceditas Gu-

more convincing.
Amainland publi

confirmed the existence o the opera-
n. Al togivede-

gunan
dating Lucindo on the penalties Lhey

mls, itis understood that about 100
public security bureau officers were
deployed in the synchronised raids,
on different premises.

Nine people were arrested.

In recent years, many interna-
tional luxury brands have employed
private investigation firms to con-
duct trademark-infringement and
‘market investigations.

The brands co-operate with local
law enforcement authorities when
criminal acts are found.

LVMH, the group behind Louis
Vuitton, has an internal

OnMay 4, Police Superintendent
Eleazar Pepito Matta e-mailed Lucin-
do, informing her that his office had
received orders to conduct an inves-
tigation and had already administra-
tively sanctioned the accused police

the officers
be dismissed from service for “grave
misconduct”.

It did not specify what Mendoza
did that constituted “grave miscon-
duct”.

Mendoza was immediately dis-
missed, stripped of his retirement
benefits and disqualified from re-

officers, them to another
unit.

A week later, Deputy Ombuds-
man for the Military and Other Law
Enforcement Offices Emilio Gonza-
lez called Lucindo, urging the Kalaws
to file criminal charges with the
Office of the Ombudsman, aseparate
anti-

in service.

The officers filed a joint Motion
for Reconsideration in November
2009. That same month, Mendoza
also filed a separate Motion for Re-
consideration.

Mendoza never received a res-
ponse and in March of this year, he
sent

team, which provides information to
Hong Kong Customs and Excise.

UFO researcher wants more explanations from authorities

John Carney

wasalsoseen onaweather phototak-
en at Cheung Chau by the observa,

A Hong Kong-based of
extraterrestrial life says the Hong
Kong Observatory was right to shoot
down reports a UFO had appeared
during rainstorms last week, but says
other recent sightings have been ig-
nored by authorities.

On Wednesday the Observatory
received eight reports, three of them
concerning alleged UFO sightings
near an entrance to the Tai Lam Tun-
nel. Something resembling a UFO

Weather

byhghlﬁoma]ampreﬂec(ed bypro-
in frontof th

Gould pointed to cases in which,
he believes, the opposite occurred: a
UFO incident or sighting actually
happened butwas explained awayas

~ the study of key indi-
viduals, political institutions and
processes associated with extrater-
restrial life - from the Hawaii-based
Exopolitics Institute, agreed that the
pictures published in the media dur-
ing the week were not ofa UFO.
“It was light reflected,” he said.

The most obvious case, he said,
took place in July when what was
thought to be a UFO shut down the
airport in Hangzhou (M), Zhejiang
G, for nearly an hour.

According to an official investiga-
tion jointly launched by aviation ex-
perts from Beijing and Shanghai, it
‘was identified as a descending plane.

It’s a global
conspiracy. A few
powerful countries
influence and dictate
the way we think

Neil Gould, spokesman for the Hawaii

based Exopolitics Institute, who
believes there is a veil of secrecy
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The object did not show on radar. It
was deemed not extraterrestrial, be-
cause there was no evidence.

“These sightings are happening
all the time, but there’s always a veil
of secrecy surrounding them from

“It's a global conspiracy. A few
powerful countries influence and
dictate the way we think.”

The observatory has reports of
UFOs going back to 1984. The latest
figures available are from 2008, when
45 reports were received.
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graft
On May 23, Christian Kalaw fileda
sworn affidavit with the Manila
police. In his complaint he accused
wo officers of beating him and forc-
ing him to swallow drugs.

Kalaw said that after a routine
medical examination atahospital, he
‘was taken back to the police precinct,
where three other officers, including
Mendoza, threatened to imprison
him on drug charges unless he paid
200,000 pesos. Kalaw said the police
let him go after his friend brought
20,000 pesos, which was given to the
officers.

The same morning the affidavit
was filed, Mendoza went to the Ka-
laws” house and protested his inno-
cence, according to Bob Kalaw.

The next day, Matta wrote to Lu-
cindo to saying that the officers
named by Kalaw would be held crim-
inally liable. In an e-mail to Lucindo,
Matta asked her to “please pass to all
concerned”.

Mendoza was soon reassigned to
Mindanao. On June16, he was puton
90-day “preventive suspension”.

But in July the case was trans-
ferred to the Ombudsman at Bob Ka-
law’s request.

On August 22,2008, Mendozaand
the other accused officers filed a
counter-affidavit with the Ombuds-
man, denying Kalaw’s allegations.
The two patrol officers said they
stopped Kalaw for being illegally
parked. When Kalaw could not pro-
duce his driver’s license, he was told
he could wait for his friend to bring
documents at the police precinct,
they said.

In the morning, Kalaw's friend
brought his driver’s license, but the
names did not match, according to
the counter-affidavit. Kalaw prom-
ised to return with additional docu-
ments and the officers let him go.
When Kalaw failed to return, a case
was filed with the city prosecutor of
Manila, according to the counter-

idavit.

The city court clerk’s office re-
ceived a case record on June 13, 2008
from the city prosecutor’s office,
charging Kalaw with traffic viola-
tions. Kalaw failed to appear at his ar-
raignmenton August 12,2008 and the
judge issued a warrant for his arrest.

Kalaw also failed to appear at pro-

asking for resolution of his case.

On August 23, Mendoza made his
final appeal.

After taking the Hong Thai bus oc-
cupants hostage, Mendoza posted
his demands in lhe front window. At
the top of that ist:

“Please final decision: OMB-P-
A-08-0670-H."

The Ombudsman’s office issued

The root cause of all
this is (Mendoza’s)
sense of injustice ...
The key there is the
Ombudsman

Representat

ve Neri Colmenares,
in the Philippine Daily Inquirer

itsfinal decision on Monday, denying
Mendoza's motion.

Gutierrez has been accused of
protecting former president Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo and sitting on
cases involving members of the Ar-
royo administration.

Gutierrez s facing impeachment
charges but has so far managed to
evade government scrutiny for her
role in Mendoza's case. She declined
invitations to testify at hearings by
the Department of Justice on the
siege.

Last week, Representative Neri
Colmenares asked Congress to sum-
mon the Ombudsman and look into
Mendoza’s complaint that he was
dismissed from the police force with-
out due process.

“Theroot cause of all this is (Men-
doza’s) sense of injustice. He felt so
aggrieved thathe had toresort to hos-
tage-taking,” Colmenares told the
Philippine Daily Inquirer. “The key
thereis the Ombudsman.”

Senator Gregorio Honasan, chair-
‘man of the Committee on Public Or-
derand llegal Drugs, pledged that his
committee would examine legisla-
tive remedies for the anti-corruption
system’s failings and would summon
the Ombudsman to testify.

“I'see good signs,” Honasan said.
“It is just unfortunate that nine peo-
ple had to die.”

Charting corruption

‘The Philippines is ranked 139th, and 24th within Asia, on Transparency
International’s 2009 Corruption Perceptions Index (the smaller the score, the less
corrupt the country). Hong Kong ranked 12th, and fourth best within Asia. These are

two of the questions its researchers asked:

Which of these six sectors/ Hong Kong
isati to i ies 10 per cent
i r cent

Business/private sector 59 per cent
Pol cal pames 28 per cem Medials per cent

Public /ants 11 per cent
Busmess/pnvate sector 3 per :ent Judiciary 3 per cent
Media1per c¢ In the past 12 months, have you or
Pllbllc ufﬂclals/clvll servants 35 per il'W'l! in your family paid a bribe?

ippines: 11 per cent

Juﬂl:larv 1per cent Hong Kong: 7 per cent

%)

Corrections & clarifications

The report, “Sports fans face threat of TV viewing drought”, on the
front page of last week’s Sunday Morning Post said ESPN Star Sports
shows the National Football League in Hong Kong. That is no longer the
case. Yes TV now holds the rights to broadcast all NFL games in Hong
Kong.

There was nofirst prize winner in last
night's draw. The numbers drawn were
2,4,19,34,37and 41 The extra number

was 5. One ticket won the second prize
of HK$L,858,760. The third prize paid
HK$76,255.
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Headline: Twists, turns that led Mendoza to despair
Subhead: Victim or villain? Manila hostage-taker's case for justice
Byline: Irene Jay Liu in Manila

Remarks: Manila Bus Tragedy

August 23 was the day Rolando Mendoza stopped waiting.

It had been more than two years since the decorated police captain was first accused of extortion, robbery
and assault.

It had also been 18 months since he was dismissed from the police force, nine months since he had filed a
Motion for Reconsideration, and five months since he had written three letters to the Ombudsman
pleading for an answer.

Mendoza should have heard back about his motion in five days, but months later there was still no word.
He was a desperate man.

On August 23, Mendoza stepped onto the Hong Thai tour bus and took matters into his own hands, an
extreme final act that would see him die along with eight innocent Hong Kong people. As of yesterday,
one survivor, Jason Leung Song-xue was still being treated for severe head injuries but another, Joe Chan
Kwok-chu, was discharged from Prince of Wales Hospital after surgery on hand injuries. A spokesman
said he was in stable condition but still needed to see doctors regularly. Chan thanked the government and
medical staff, and said he "was moved by the social unity shown in this incident".

That unity is in contrast to the divide in the Philippines over whether Mendoza is villain or victim. To
some, he exemplifies the worst of a corrupt police force and his hostage-taking was the final act of
wrongdoing. To others, Mendoza is a victim of an unfair justice system that only protects the interests of
the elite.

Human rights lawyer Harry Roque, who has sued the police in a number of high-profile cases, said
corruption was rampant among police. In Mindanao province, for example, recruitment into the Philippine
National Police was on a "three-for-one" basis, he said - three recruits for one million pesos
(HK$176,000). "If you have to buy your position, your object is not to discharge your functions, but to
recover your investment," Roque said.

Mendoza's fall from decorated police officer started with an e-mail.

On April 12, 2008, a man named Bob Kalaw wrote to a few friends and former classmates, warning of a
rogue unit of policemen that had terrorised his son Christian three days earlier. The e-mail told how after
stopping Christian on a traffic violation, police stole his money, beat him and forced him to swallow the
drug shabu, or crystal meth. The police threatened to file drug charges against Christian if he didn't pay
200,000 pesos, according to Kalaw.

The e-mail went viral and became a rallying point in the fight against police corruption. "It became an
informal advocacy," Didi Guanzon- Lucindo, the de facto spokeswoman for the Kalaws, said. The e-mail
found its way to Manila Mayor Alfredo Lim and high-level PNP officials and a month later, they
contacted Lucindo, seeking her help to find the Kalaws.
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The investigation had barely begun and authorities were already updating Lucindo on the penalties they
were imposing.

On May 14, Police Superintendent Eleazar Pepito Matta e-mailed Lucindo, informing her that his office
had received orders to conduct an investigation and had already administratively sanctioned the accused
police officers, transferring them to another unit.

A week later, Deputy Ombudsman for the Military and Other Law Enforcement Offices Emilio Gonzalez
called Lucindo, urging the Kalaws to file criminal charges with the Office of the Ombudsman, a separate
anti-graft organisation.

On May 23, Christian Kalaw filed a sworn affidavit with the Manila police. In his complaint he accused
two officers of beating him and forcing him to swallow drugs.

Kalaw said that after a routine medical examination at a hospital, he was taken back to the police
precinct, where three other officers, including Mendoza, threatened to imprison him on drug charges
unless he paid 200,000 pesos. Kalaw said the police let him go after his friend brought 20,000 pesos,
which was given to the officers.

The same morning the affidavit was filed, Mendoza went to the Kalaws' house and protested his
innocence, according to Bob Kalaw.

The next day, Matta wrote to Lucindo to saying that the officers named by Kalaw would be held
criminally liable. In an e-mail to Lucindo, Matta asked her to "please pass to all concerned".

Mendoza was soon reassigned to Mindanao. On June 16, he was put on 90-day "preventive suspension".
But in July the case was transferred to the Ombudsman at Bob Kalaw's request.

On August 22, 2008, Mendoza and the other accused officers filed a counter-affidavit with the
Ombudsman, denying Kalaw's allegations. The two patrol officers said they stopped Kalaw for being
illegally parked. When Kalaw could not produce his driver's license, he was told he could wait for his
friend to bring documents at the police precinct, they said.

In the morning, Kalaw's friend brought his driver's license, but the names did not match, according to the
counter-affidavit. Kalaw promised to return with additional documents and the officers let him go. When
Kalaw failed to return, a case was filed with the city prosecutor of Manila, according to the counter-
affidavit.

The city court clerk's office received a case record on June 13, 2008 from the city prosecutor's office,
charging Kalaw with traffic violations. Kalaw failed to appear at his arraignment on August 12, 2008 and
the judge issued a warrant for his arrest.

Kalaw also failed to appear at proceedings against the accused officers, forcing the PNP Internal Affairs
Service and prosecutors to drop the criminal and administrative charges against Mendoza in the latter half

0f 2008.

But the Ombudsman's case was still pending, and on February 16, 2009, Ombudsman Merceditas
Gutierrez recommended all the officers be dismissed from service for "grave misconduct”.

It did not specify what Mendoza did that constituted "grave misconduct".

Mendoza was immediately dismissed, stripped of his retirement benefits and disqualified from
re-employment in government service.
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The officers filed a joint Motion for Reconsideration in November 2009. That same month, Mendoza also
filed a separate Motion for Reconsideration.

Mendoza never received a response and in March of this year, he sent three letters to the Ombudsman,
asking for resolution of his case.

On August 23, Mendoza made his final appeal.

After taking the Hong Thai bus occupants hostage, Mendoza posted his demands in the front window. At
the top of that list:

"Please final decision: OMB-P-A-08-0670-H."
The Ombudsman's office issued its final decision on Monday, denying Mendoza's motion.

Gutierrez has been accused of protecting former president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and sitting on cases
involving members of the Arroyo administration.

Gutierrez is facing impeachment charges but has so far managed to evade government scrutiny for her
role in Mendoza's case. She declined invitations to testify at hearings by the Department of Justice on the
siege.

Last week, Representative Neri Colmenares asked Congress to summon the Ombudsman and look into
Mendoza's complaint that he was dismissed from the police force without due process.

"The root cause of all this is (Mendoza's) sense of injustice. He felt so aggrieved that he had to resort to
hostage-taking," Colmenares told the Philippine Daily Inquirer. "The key there is the Ombudsman."

Senator Gregorio Honasan, chairman of the Committee on Public Order and Illegal Drugs, pledged that his
committee would examine legislative remedies for the anti-corruption system's failings and would summon
the Ombudsman to testify.

"I see good signs," Honasan said. "It is just unfortunate that nine people had to die."
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